All About 

CLEOTAiySLA OF EGYPT 




AHAh&ut 
CLEOPATRA 
OF EGYPT 

By% 

LEONORA HORNBLOW 

Illustrated hy 
W T MARS 



W H ALLEN 

LONDON, 




To Mtchael 

mtb love 


Made and printed in Great Britain hy 
Chaties BirchaU & Sons, Ltd , Liverpool, for the publishers 
W ‘fe AJlep^ & Go , Essex Streft, London, W 



Cofttents 


Chapter 

jPioge 


Authors Note 

& 

I 

The Purple\'eftt* 


II 

The Messengers 

7 

III 

The Journey to Alexandria 

U 

IV 

A Surprise for Caesar 

K 

V 

The Fateful Meeting 


VI 

One Voice and Many Voices 

26 

VII 

Peace for a Tune 

31 

VIII 

The Alexandrian War 

33 

IX 

Two Journeys 

43 

X 

Caesarion 

48 

XI 

The Purple Sails 

53 

XII 

*Hail Caesar! 

56 

XIII 

Octavius 

63 

XIV 

Friends and Romans 

66 

XV 

Di£5cult Days 

73 

XVI 

A Crown for Caesar 

78 

XVII 

The Prophecy 

83 

XVIII 

The Ides of March 

•91 

XIX 

Farewell to a Roman 

97 

XX 

Farewell to Rome 

102 

XXI 

The Golden Galley 

108 

XXII 

The Falling Star 

113 

XXIII 

The Battle at Sea 

120 

XXIV 

The Final View 

126 


Bibhography 

133 


Index 

137 




All About 

CLEOPATjRA OF EGYPT 




AUTHOR S NOTE 


1 here af& some people who are so extraordmary that they 
leave their stamp upon the world and are not ever forgotten 
Cleopatra is one Her malne has become a symbol of romance 
and excitement and fascination 

* Tales began to be told about her when she was alive and 
Queen of Egypt, but very little that was written by her early 
admirers — or her enemies — is left for us today Nevertheless 
her appeal for poets and playwrights and storytellers has never 
ceasea fhc impoitant facts about her are well recorded, but 
because so many others are not, legend and fancy have made 
their contribution over the many years 

Cleopatra became wonderfully real to me while I was work- 
ing on this book Plutarch speaks of her lovely voice Shake- 
speare, who saw everything more truly than anyone else and 
said It better, wiote of her 

Age cannot witlier, nor custom stale 
Her infinite variety 

When vou read this book let your imagii. ion work with 
mine and perhaps we can see her as she was long ago 

LH 
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CHAPTER I 


The Purple Tent 


Oftf THE NORTHERN SHORES OF AfRICA ONE BRIGHT MORNING IN 

the autumn of the ycai 48 b c two aimies stood face to face 
mj^itter combat One of them was commanded by the King 
of Egypt, who was a bov of fifteen named Ptolemy The other 
was th irmy of the Queen of Egypt who was not only the 
wife of Ptolemy but also his sister 

It is hard to imagine a more remarkable situation two 
young people who were brother and sister as well as husband 
and wife E ach was eager to kill the other so that the survivor 
might rule alone the aneient land that their father had left 
them to rule togethei 

The Queen was a little oldei than her brother, just past 
nineteen She was intelligent, beautiful and daring Her name 
was Cleopatra, and she was going to become ne of the most 
famous women who have ever lived ' 

Three years pieviousl> hei father King Ptolemy ^uletes, 
had died Cleopatra and her brother had gc /erned Egypt to 
gether for some time Then, six months befoie this day, a great 
quarrel had broken out 

Ptolemy s adviseis hated Cleopatra because they could not 
control her They felt that she thought too much for herself 
Ptolemy s high chamberlain Pothmus, arranged for Cleopatra 
to be expelled from the royal palace at Alexandria, where she 
had lived all her life The banished queen hidyin the great 
desert outside Alexandria, gradu ’ly gathering support to her 
side She would fight for what she wanted, and she wJtnte^ 
Egypt From all over Egypt, and even from within the palace 
and the army, strong meikjomed her cause 

1 
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Fothmus was amazed Ptolemy, who Was weak, was terrified 
as kis sister began to show her strength His forces gathered to 
dppose her, and war broke out It wa% civil war, which is the 
cruellest sort, because people of tl^ same race and heritage 
shed each other s blood and devastate their own land 

This mommg Cleopatra was standing m the opening of her 
battle tent, which was made of a ndi purple rk^atenal, em- 
broidered m gold It was a place of >cooIness ana shade For 
safefy, die Queen’s personal camp was well to the rear of the 
actual fightmg, although Cleopatrsf would rather have been 
in the middle of the battle, instead of waiting impatiently 
for messengers to bring her news Standing there, she looked 
even younger than mneteen She was dark and slender, and 
when she moved, she was quick and graceful She always 
stood very straight Even now in her own tent where no 
one could see her she stood as she thought a queen should 
stand 

She had always looked forward to being Queen of Egypt, 
but she had also known, from eaily childhood, that it was not 
going to be easy to accomplish Several of her father s children 
had been ahead of her, and she had had jealous enemies as 
well, but none was more dangerous than her brother Ptolemy 
and his crafty chamberlain, Pothmus ‘ 

Cleopatra looked over to where the members of her staff 
were gathered They sat talking with Barak, her general, be- 
neath an awnmg stretched over great striped poles stuck into 
the saqd Like her, they waited impatiently for news of the 
action It seemed to her this morning that the long days of 
fightmg for a decision would never end She wanted to go 
back to Alexandria in triumph In Cleopatra s mind there was 
never any question that Egypt belonged to her She felt this 
intensely, even though she herself did not really belong to 
Egypt 

She did not even think of herself as an Egyptian, nor had 
any member of her family, although they had lived and ruled 
in Egypt for over three hundred years Cleopatra and all her 
Vicestors were Greek The founder of her royal Ime, Ptolemy I, 
had come to Egypt from Macedonia, to the north of Greece 
He came with ^Alexander the Qreat, who was also a 
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Macedonian Ptolemy had been a genbral in Alexander s army 
the tune of his great march of conquest 
After defeatmg the Egyptians, Alexander took possession 
of dieir country and founded a new capital which unnamed 
Alexandria after himself He cho|e a spot on the edge of the 
Mediterranean where the green waters of the Nile flowed into 
the deeply blue sea 

Alexander had greatly admired the Greeks During his life 
tiitoe — ^^d long after — Greece was the source of art and cul- 
ture and knowledge Almost eyeiyth ing that was _b;eai^ul 
either came from Greece or was directly influenced ^TCreek 
taste So naturally Alexander saw to it that his new city was 
bqilt entirely in the Giecian style Because of its fortunate 
location, Alexandria soon became the centre of trade for three 
continents — Europe, Asia and Africa The wealth and fame of 
Egypt rose rapidly 

When the famous conqueror died, his general Ptolemy 
seized Egypt as his share of the divided empiie Cleopatra s 
ancestor turned out to be a good and wise ruler, except per 
haps for one thing Because he wanted the blood of his royal 
Ime to remain Macedonian, he laid down a lule that lasted for 
three centuries The rule was that Ptolemy brothers Ind sisters 
were to marry each other and keep foi themselves and their 
offspring the right to govern 

This system gradually led not only to a weak set ef rulers 
but also to terrible feuds within the family itself Because all 
the Ptolemies seemed to have many children their story over 
the "years was one of bitterness and murdei Sons murdered 
their fathers sons and daughteis were killed by their fathers, 
and there was deadly iivalry of the kind that was once again 
brmging disaster and death, this time to the entire country 
Yet, somehow, despite this endless disorder, the Ptolemies 
had lived through the centuries in luxury and splendour 
Some of them had never in their lives left Alexandria and had 
no idea the vast, secret country which they ruled, but at 
least they continued to add to the beauty of the city with 
palaces, and lovely vUlas These were built of marble in the 
classic style The buildings shone white as sugar m the sun 
At night they jippeared to be made of the moon itself 
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Beautifully planted terraces were around each building, 
gardens were marvellous The light, dry Egyptian air was 
always sweet w ith the smell of fruits and flowers which grew 
abundantly everywhere f 

By the time Cleopatra v^astborn, Alexandria was the largest 
and most handsome city on the Mediterranean Sea The Light* 
house of Pharos, the noble beacon in the harbour, was one of 
the wonders of the world The library might well have been 
considered a wonder, too It contamed hundreds of thousands 
of rolls of papyrus that recorded man s history to that hme, as 
well as all his learning Nothing could compare with this 
collection 

Tim scholars who came from all over the world to study at 
the library were frequently heard to say that Cleopatra was 
the first of her familv for many generations to have the char- 
acter and charm of Ptolemy I He had been an ambitious and 
cruel man, but a learned and brilliant one as well Most of his 
descendants had just been cruel, without the brilliance 

As Cleopatra stood m the entry of the purple tent, she heard 
the sound of a galloping horse A mounted messenger was 
pulling up tat the edge of the royal enclosure He identified 
himsen to the guard and walked swiftly towards the group 
gathered around General Barak 

Cleopatra watched for a moment, then turqi and called, 
Charmian I 

Almost instantly from behind a fold of the tent ^ere 
emerged a lovely girl She was taller than Cleopatra, darker 
and of about the same age This was the Queen s favourite 
lady in waiting one of the few people she trusted m her 
world of plotters and spies 

‘ I am here. Divinity 

Cleopatra looked off again, this time impatiently, at the 
group mat was listening to the messenger Tell Madnan to 
find out the news the messenger ha brought 

At once, answered Charmian ahe clapped her hands to- 
gether twice, then agam twice That was the signal to Msldnan 
that he was wanted, but he did not appear 

Madnan was a tiny maft with a big rounQ head No one 
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Jcnew how old he was He still looked exactly the same as he 
"did the day he amved at the royal palace He had been sent 
several years previously to Cleopalera s father by his brother, 
the Kmg of Cyprus Smce thei^ Cyprus had become a pro- 
vince or Rome and Cleopatra s^ple had killed himself, but 
Madrian remamed m Egypt 

He hail greatly amused Ptolemy Auletes an^had been use- 
ful td him Because he was so very small anil agile, Madrian 
could hide in many places He h^d become a valuable spy In 
spite of his size, his strength was anSazmg 

When Cleopatra was still a httle girl, Madrian had dreamed 
that she woidd some day be Queen of Egypt From that 
moment on, he was constantly with her wherever she went 
By his danng and his talent for finding out thmgs, he had 
twice saved Cleopatra s life 

When he did not respond to the summons, Charmian won- 
dered where he was She moved aroimd the wall of the tent, 
agam clapping her hands Then suddenly she saw him, dart- 
ing towards her from the other duection 

There you are, you httle beast ! 

Madnan grinned I was well occupied 

The Queen wishes you to find out immediately what word 
the messenger brought Go! 

“Why go to do what I have done already? Madnan replied 
“I was behind the General, listening, while you sfood here 
dappmg your pretty hands 

Dispite herself, Charmian smiled Then present yourself 
mside at once to Her Majesty 

Madnan moved quickly towards the entry of the tent Then, 
as he was about to enter, he turned again to Charmian 

‘I shall do as vou bid, but the news will not make her 
happy 



CHAJ^TER II 


The Messengers 


Inside the tent, Cleopatra reclined on linen cusmcms 
An attendant, Iras, was fanning her while the Queen sipped 
cool jsrme from a golden cup The day was becommg warm 
Madnan ran into the tent and flung himself on the ground 
Divimin ’ the little man began Priceless Treasure of the 
Earth!' 

Be still, Madnan ! Cleopatra commanded I know who I 
am Tell me what you have found out Tell me quickly 

As you wish. Exalted One, said Madnan m an offended 
tone The messenger you saw — 

I know I saw him, fool, Cleopatra interrupted Get on 
with it, will you 

Madnan half hesitated Then he went on Our cavalry has 
met Ptolemy s near Pelusium — 

Cleopatra sat up Yes? ^ 

Nothmg Bad losses on both sides and then rt reat < , 
Cleopatra meditated on this, her face expressionless • 
‘There is one piece of good news at least, Madnan con- 
tmued ‘The messenger reports that your brother, the kmg, 
was sick agam last night Today, he is too weak to take food or 
sit upon his horse 

"^at s good Cleopatra smiled Anythmg else? 

“Nothmg, Divmity No progress m the battle at any pomt 
Cleopatra stood up, her face stormy The battle could go 
on like this for weeks — ^for months If I were a man I would be 
m the fight myself My soldiers need a leader I ” 

While Cleopatra was speaking, Charmian entered the tdht 
The Queen looked at her 

“I would fight from S hght chanot in the midst df 
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the battle As he fought! Do you remember, Charmian?” 

"Whov Your Majesty? ’ 

^TThe Roman Tne handsome one who came with thg Roman 
legiout; to help nly father regaya his throne from my sister 
Bernice " 

Charmian smiled and i^ghed “There were so ^lany hand- 
, some JRoman soldiers, Majesty ” 

' '^Npne like him He was commander of their cavalry Tall 
’and brown — and descended firomcHercuIes, they said He used 
to walk m the garden m the evemn^ with his friends 1 would 
sit m my window and listen to him latigh. 

What was his name, Divmity? Do- you remember?’ 

‘ He was called Mark Antony Do you not remembejr him 
now? 

Z do! cried out Madrian, always unable to keep quiet 
when the talk was interesting to him 

Cleopatra turned slowly to regard him What do you know 
about Mark Antony? 

‘He was fearless. Beautiful Queen, and his men loved him 
When they were here four yeari^ ago, they told endless stones 
of his bravery and his skill m battle They say that he is a great 
friend of the mighty Julius Caesar , 

Chamuan shivered I rememj^ it all well You were ^ 
prisoner in the palace befc^r^^^he came Oh, when I^think of 
those dreadful days 1 feel|itk*'’ 

y|gp!1ien dont think or them, said Cleopatra ‘My Sister 
IWreiiic e |s dead ?is she well deserves to be 

She %am to the openmg of her tent and looked out] 

pv|)^the sm^th sands Four years earher, ^when Mark 
Afttony came TO Alexandria, she had still been a child For a 
\i^ile ^e^d mdeed been a pnsoner of her terrible sister 
]!^remcejhad seized the throne of her father during his ab- 
|libnpe fr(^ Egypt Then Antony, on instructions from Rome, 
had enticed Egypt and restored Auletes to power 

Cleopatra had seen him many times He had smiled at 
her, taUced^J&j^her pleasantly, but he had not really noticed 
her ! 

**‘1 w0lptder If Mark Antony wilj ever come back to Egypt,” 
^d Chfirmian Softly,^ voicing the very thou^ts of the t^een 
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The breeze from the desert blew her words away, but U6t 
before Madnan heard them 

The s^thsayer can tellus,” he began, I will — 

Before he could finish, Ira% approached to sav that anbther 
messenger had arrived and Viat General Barak was on five 
way to see the Queen with urgent neWs 
Cleopatra v^nt forward To meet him Barak was blimt^ 
stiong and immensely loyal he had to report was un- 

expected and startling Word had come that the great Roman 

f eneral, Julius Caesar, wa^ at that moment entering the fiar- 
our of Alexandria with i fleet and a large body of men He 
had defeated his powerful rival, Pompey, in a battle on the 
coas^of Greece They had fought to aetermme who was to be 
master of the Roman empire and now Caesar was descending 
uponFg’pt* * 

Where is Pompey^ Cleopatra asked, after she had heard 
Barak’s information 

"He escaped from Gieece bv ship and is heading for Pelu- 
sium to ask for youi brother s help That could be the reason 
for Caesar s entry into Alexandria 

Suddenly another messenger was seen entering the camp 
This one was a high rankmg Egyptian officei, accompanied 
by aides He brought the most interesting news of all, and had 
been sent by Julius Caesar himself 

Caesa? had already landed m Alexandiia wib’ i number of 
legions Upon learning of the bitter situatioh n the ^oyA 
family, he declared himself to be displeased with the fi^tuM 
in Egypt and ordered it to cease He sent the royal brotha: and 
sister ms Meetings and demanded that they be escorted to 
Alexandria aS soon as possible He wished to see Ptolemy and 
Cleopatra together and put an end to their feud 
To everyone s surprise, Cleopatra laughed Great Caesar 
has conquered Pompey, she said, not Egypt! Barak ^d 
the others knew that when she said Egypt, she ^neant 
Cleopatra 

Without hesitation, the Queen turned to Barak and sp^e 
to him softly so that they would not be overheard by 
the others 

I will go myself, she sSid 1 will see Caesar in my own 
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way. 1 4o not need to be conducted to bun m my own 
country / 

^ >l‘He l^as said tbat be wants to meet you and yoi^ brother 
nt tbe same tune/’ Barak warned 
**1 mtend to see bun alone, ’^^leopatra repbed I want to 
see bun before Ptolemy and Potbinus do We bave word tbat 
^olemy is sick He will not travel today 

“Wben will you leave for Alexandria, Majesty? 
'Immediately * said Cleopati;a 



CHAPTER in 


The Journey to Alexandria 


Once Cleopatra made up her mind to do something, she 
did It without delay She was soon ready to leave th^ camp on 
the plams Charmian gave her a little casket which held some 
of her jewels Iras wrapped a light shawl around her As Cleo- 
, patra looked around the purple tent, she hoped that she was 
seemg it for the last time 

Charmian was to remain m the tent, lymg oq^ the Queen s 
hnen pillows This was a trick to fool Ptolemy s spies Mad- 
rian would stay with Iras and Charmian The only member of 
Cleopatra s court who was to go with her was her huge Sicilian 
slave, ApoUodorus He had been loyal and devoted to Cleo- 
patra ever ^nce she was bom He was immensely tall with a 
great chest and broad shoulders, and there was nothmg that 
he could not lift or move Tmy Madnan was jealous of him, 
not only*because he was so big but because th^ Queen liked 
and trusted him 

Cleopatra did not reveal her plan to anyone She said iiierely 
that she would take as a gift for Caesar the beautiful onental 
rag that covered the floor of her tent ApoUodorus roUed it up 
and slung it across the side of a heavy chanot at the rear or 
the tent When it was tied and set, the Queen jomed him 
quidkly and the two white steeds were lashed mto action 
As the horses hoofbeats faded m the distance, Madnan 
realized that he was to be left behmd Bursting mto tears, he 
jumped up and down like a httle monkey, and flnaUy ran to 
Iras to hide his head m her lap 
Cleopatra and ApoUodorus went directly to a smaU village 
on a branch of the River Nile not many mues from Pelusium 
From there the tnp to Alexandna would not«be a ve^ Icmg 

11 




one Cleopatra had decided the river would be safer than' the 
overland route Once they were aboard a small boat, it would 
be impossible to find them There were many places*along the 
shore to hide, in case Ptolemy heard she was on her way to 
the capital 

They were able to find a fast little fishing boat, just large 
enough for Cleopatra, ApoUodorus and the carpet As Apollo 
dorus pushed off from the bank and the slender, slantmg red , 
sail caught the evening breeze, Cleopatra s thoughts turned to 
Juhus Caesar and his native land, Rome, the most powerful 
Country on earth 

Since the middle of the third century b c the rule of Rome 
had gradually epread over the entire Mediterranean area By 
time Cleopatra’s father came to the throne of Egypt, 
’Rome's influence throughout every land that bordered on the 
sea was ir^ejudous Many of the lands that had once been 
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kini^Qias l^ad beopme pitmnces, paymg homage and 
taxe^ to distant Borne 

Jne dreaded Roman legions straddled not only the Mediter- 
Tsdaean but also much of Europe^ such as Spam and the area 
called Qaul, known today as Fr£&ice Cleqpatra had heard diat 
Juhus Caesar had even planned the conquest of Bntam, those 
chilly islands m the distant north ^ 

To the Queen it seemed as if the whole khown world Was 
wm'kmg for the benefit and wealth of Rome Nor did Rome 
give back leammg and beauty as Athens and Greece had done 
I^g ago Ihe Roman pattern was one of war and trade Their 
only aims were conquest and gam 
Egypt alone had remained mdependent, but for how long? 
It was a question Cleopatra often asked herself Rome'Siade 
no secret of wanting to annex Egypt, with all its nches and 
treasures The Queen knew, as her father and grandfather had 
known, that Rome was waitmg for an excuse to move into 
E»pt 

(I^Qeopatra had to admit that her father, weak as he had been 
m many ways, had done a good job m keepmg Egypt free of 
Roman rule He had used bribery with large sums of money to 
accomphsh this It was an expensive method . but it had 
woriced 

Ptolemy Auletes had often gone to Rome Sometimes he 
had stayed away from Alexandna for years It was dnnng (me 
of these absences that his daughter Berenice seized the thrc^ 
and had herself crowned, but when the King returned^ J^ir 
forces had been defeated and she herself put to death ’ 
Cleopatra well remembered sitting m die window mche of 
the small palace room where she had been held prisoner when 
she was a little girl She would watch the great harbour, hop'- 
mg for the sight of her father s sail, knowing that some day it 
would come 

Afterji^olemy Auletes died, Cleopatra found out that he 
owed enornmps Sums to many Roman ofiBcials and persons of 
importaucei. He had pledgecl them the money m return for 
iheir e|Fai^ folceep Rome out of Egypt Among these debts 
was onti^ Caesar, and Cleopatra wondered if Caesar 
wooidl pqw ber to pay She was angry with Rome Ihe 
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senate had recognized heik$imp|e-xiiinded brcytfalsr as a n|^t^ 
ful monarch at a time when the/ could have stc^^iei^him 
Cleopatra hated to be in the position of beggmg help freon 
Rome asf her father hafi done, but there seemed no 
other course She was also annoyed with the peremptoiy way 
Caesar had summoned hei^tdta meetmg Her only comfort 
was that she was amvmg unknown to Caesar and m her own 
way 

The sun had long set, and the stars glistened and seemed 
withm the reach of her arnj in the black velvet sky, but the 
breeze remained fresh and sped their dehcate cr^ on its 
way 

The planet Venus shone like a lantern close to the honzon 
^CaesJl: claimed to be actually descended from Venus, the god- 
^dess of love, whom Cleopatra knew by the Greek name, 
Aphrodite 

The Queen wondered if Caesar would be kmd Before shcf 
started on her river journey, additional rumours had reached 
her that Caesar was furious He had heard that Pompey had 
been assassinated by Egyptians when the Roman general 
arrived at Pelusium, asking for aid Cleopatra, who was 
dehghted b;^ the death of any enemy, could not understand 
why Caesar should mind about Pompe)' 

What she did not realize was that Caesar and Pompey had 
once been the closest of friends Pompey had e/en mamed 
Caesar s young dau^ter, Julia, and for a whil^ ’ ^ two great 
generals were the co rulers of all Rome, but that cerjjfe of 
power was too small to hold two men of thej* ambibon and 
bnlhance What had begun as a personal nvalry between them 
gradually turned mto civil war The Roman senate and the 
army became divided m their allegiance, and the situation 
was critical One or the other had to win The point of com- 
piomise and truce had been passed 
The final terrible battle was at Pharsalus m Greece There 
Pompey s forces were defeated by Caesar s, and Pompey had 
sailed away across the sea to Pehi.«mm, hopmg that Ptolemy 
XIII, son of his old fnend, Ptolemy Auletes, would help hip i 
gather a new army so that he could fight agam 
Young Ptolemy might have helped Pompejj biit Pothjnus^ 
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■smi^te f and cKa% as always, advised him that this would cer> 
taitdy di^Iease Caesar 

So diey sent some assassins to meet l:’(Hnpey s ship \^en it 
araved Off Pelusium Di^ssed as skilors of the Egyptian navy, 
thOy ^eeted Pompey in the name of their monarch and es- 
corted him with ceremony to the Shore There, mstead of lead- 
mg him to Ptolemy, they thrust many knives into his body 
and cut off his head 

fhe head was placed on a stick and presented to Caesar as 
an offering the very day he lahded in Alexandria Pothinus 
regarded this as an excellent token of welcome to the con- 
queror - 

Caesar, however, was a man of taste and sensitivity as well 
as a soldier When he beheld his formci great friend s h^d on 
a stick, he was shocked and disgusted He sent word to 
Ptolfemy that he was enraged to see a great soldier — and a* 
Roman one, at that — treated so cruelly and unjustly 

The news of this incident pleased Cleopatra Now that 
Pompey was dead, Julius Caesar was the master of the world 
If he was angry with Ptolemy, then he might listen with sym- 
pathy to Ptolemy s enemy, Cleopatra The problem was how 
to reach him before Ptolemv After that, Cleopatra did not 
think thmgs would be too difficult As always, she had con- 
fidence in herself 

As the little boat swiftly and smoothly held its course, the 
Queen settled back to sleep using the large soft rug as her 
cou<jh Apollodorus would remain awake at the helm through- 
out me balmy night, for there was no tune to be lost 

No doubt the palace would be closely guarded, but there 
was a way to get past the strongest guards and the shrewdest 
Spies Cleopatra smiled as she fell asleep Her way i^lght 
jdease Caesar Everyone liked a surprise— even the master pf 
the world 



CHA*PTER IV 

ji Surprise for Caesar 


By dusk the following day Cleopatra and apollodORUS 
reached Alexandria The journey had been long, but the 
Queen was too excited to be tired Apollodorus steered to a 
remo?e edge of the port, and they waited for the dark 

The harbour was crowded with newly anchored ships 
They came liom ports far and near India, Arabia, China and 
Central Afiica TTiey were waiting for their cargoes to be un- 
loaded and stored in the warehouses of the city In their holds 
were wines, ivory, spices and rare fruits Egyptian ships were 
at their moorings, being made lead/ to leave with the morn- 
ing tide They were laden with gram and papyrus as well as 
the omameijts, glassware and glazed earthenware produced 
in Egypt and prized the world over Also waiting were the 
strong looking galleys of the Roman fleet These were the 
ships of Caesar 

Cleopatra had only a quick glimpse of the larbour She 
dared not take a chance of being seen and recognized Lyjiow, 
her brother s spies might have discovered that she was not at 
her camp They might already be out looking for her She 
curled up in the bottom of the boat and Apollodoi us covered 
her with the carpet 

She could smell the fine salty smell of the sea, which she 
had so missed in the desert The familiar, wonderful sounds 
of this busy waterway delighted her The longest part of the 
journey was safely behind mem, but the most important part 
was s^ ahead Cleopatra patiertt'/ waited, feeling the boat 
rock gently under her She would have liked to use this tinie 
to rehearse Apollodorus again in what he must say, but she 
did not want to make a sound 
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, Then Apc^odorus whipped, “I* see no one near, Divinity 
Itls s^e to£o now ** 

. *1 aib ready, "X^eoiiatra said 

Following her instructions, he rolled the carpet^hmpletely 
around her, until she had vanished within it Tiny openings 
Were left at each end for air toteome through Then he bound 
It with cords at each of its long ends and rais^ it carefully to 
hts pbwerful shoulder 

Looking carefully about him to make sure he had not been 
observed, Apollodorus stepped qut of the boat Then cany- 
ing his precious load with die greatest ease, he moved towards 
the centre of the city 

He walked along the broad avenues that led to the royal 
palace Alexandria was at that time the only city m the^orld , 
which had been planned so that its streets ran at right angles^ 
to each other Even in Rome and Athens the streets were no 
more than twistmg, unpaved lanes 

It was early evening and the streets were full of people, so 
no one took any specid notice of a tall man carrying a big rug 
The taverns along the water front were crowded too The pre- 
sence of Caesar and his soldiers had made the Alexandrians 
curious and uneasy They did not know what ^as gomg to 
happen Their two rulers Cleopatra and Ptolemy, were away 
nghtmg each other Did the sudden arrival of the powerful 
Juhus Caesar mean that Egypt was, at last, gou^ to be 
annexed to Rome? 

The population of Alexandria was a mixed one 
Greeks, Syrians, Jews, Armenians, Persians, Nubians were 
among the many foreign nationahties that had settled 
ihere They all seemed to be outside their houses this 
autumn evenmg, exchanging rumours Cleopatra, hidden ' 
withm the nig, could hear the things being said She under- 
stood almost all of these tongues, mcluding all the Egyptian 
dialects 


Apcibdorus was walkmg fast, and soon they drew near the 
fpyal palace 

' «Luw was With them Apollodorus, clearly unarmed and 
^l^ekrmg his badge of slavery, had no trouble m gettmg by the 
Roman sentne$ who were guarding the outer circle of Caesar's 



A SURPRISE FOR CAESAR 

S uarters Itien he passed Ptclemy's guards, who were-s^ In 
le palacO and whcnn he had more reason to fear 
His hy^thod was simple^ He asked, loudly and clearly, to l>e 
taken to Caesar so that he dould present him with a gif| he^ 
was bearing from the King He was allowed to proceed, aUd^a 
guard was sent with him to c&iduct him to the inner quarters 
Apollodoru<i^followed the guard down the long, familiar' 
halls Caesar was living m the royal apartments, the part of the 
palace where Cleopatra s rooms had been 
‘ Stop here 1 the guard finally instructed 
They waited m front of high ebony doors until another 
sentry called an officer of the guard Apollodorus stated his 
mis^pn There was a long discussion, but Apollodorus re- 
m?ined resolute Inside the rug Cleopatra, who could hear all, 
felt her heart beat faster 

Finally the puzzled officer struck a special signal on the 
great doors, and they opened slightly to admit him Bidding 
Apollodorus to wait, the Roman officer went inside 
Caesar was lying on one of the luxurious couches which 
were everywhere m the palace He was reading, radier 
sleepily, a roll of papyrus from the library One of his staff 
had though* it might interest him as it dealt with the Egyptian 
campaign of Alexander, but he was finding it dull He knew 
more about that campaign than the scholar who had written 
the history of it 

Caesar looked up at once as the guard officer aoproached 
and smartly saluted with his right arm upraised 

General, there is a Sicilian slave outside who asks personal 
audience He is the bearer of a carpet from the King of Egypt 
A most unusual carpet, he claims 

Let us see this carpet, said Caesar Bring it in 
He has been instructed to let no one else touch it, sir ” 
Caesar hesitated a moment, then seeming somewhat 
amused, he answered, I like the sound of him He may brmg 
it m himself 

The General put aside the scroll and looked up again, 
curious td see his gift He saw an enormous man walkihg 
slowly towards him carrying a long bundle Apollodorus 
stopped, fell to one knee ahd mclined his hetd respectfully 
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iCaesar waited Then Apollodorus set the bundle down before 
^un, loosened the cords and quickly unrolled the carpet 
In one hght, graceful movement Cleopatra rose from the 
carpet As she stood before Juhus Caesar at last, she beheld 
a matP qmte unlike what she had expected This was no arro- 
gant conqueror Instead, his face, although proud, seemed 
moughtful, and he was no longer young ‘ 

Caesar sunply stared at her for a moment He was astonished 
as well as dehghted by the sight before him — a slim young 
girl m a yellow silk dress crumpled from the carpet She wore 
sandals and no jewellery except small ear-rmgs and one wide 
band^ soft gold around her upper arm She stood straight 
and proud Her great dark eyes looked directly at him and 
^y were shuung 

^a esar was a gifted man, with great powers of insight The 
of dns lovely young woman told hun mstantly who 
be He knew that dus Shnply-dressed goddess who 
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liad arrived \?^tbOfuf: cetemony <^'&nnouneeinent^^as ^the 
•Qtieen Egy^t He had heard%tout her, ot course, but he 
'had thou^t ^at Wy woman on arbattlefield must be some 
soit. of Amazou> There were no portraits of her m the palace 
^cdemy had ordered them to be put away, so Caesar had not 
been prepared for anyone so beautiful— or so danng 
, '■ He rose from the couch and held out his hand®with its heavy 
signet rmg He smiled at her, and his stem face was suddenly 
bright and pleased and amused * 

Cleopatra gave him her own rin^less hand and returned his 
smile He had not yet spoken a word to her, but she was con- 
fident He was not angry He was charmed The trick had 
worked 



C*lHAtTER V 


The Fateful Meeting 


A FEW MINUTES AFTER ClEOPATRA EMERGED FROM THE EUG». 
she was sitting beside Caesar, talking to him as if they h^ 
hnown each other always Caesar dismissed his guards, a pd. 
Cleopatra gave Apollodorus a sign that all was well and he 
ri’ght leave 

On a low table near Caesar there was a golden plate heaped 
with fruit The Queen had heard that he liked beautiful ob- 
jects and wanted to be surrounded by them There was a 
sto^ tnat he always had a floor made of woven silver taken on 
to tne field of battle for his tent Now that she saw him, Cleo- 
patra believed the story 

She nibbled some fresh figs of which she was very fond 
There had been none in the desert, and Caesar poured win© 
for ^em both into the royal Egyptian beakers, which were 
tall and golden and studded with emeiaij^ 

He asked many questions as they sippe 1 the wine He was 
especially interested m her strategy of being smuggled mto 
the palace and was delighted by her tale of her two-day jour- 
ney As he listened admiringly, it seemed to him ,that 
Cleopatra s voice was one of the softest and lovehe$t he 
ever heard He thought he would never tire of the dhann 
cleverness of her conversation 
As for Cleopatra, she was finding Caesar more mterestmg 
and impressive than she had expected She was used to diink- 
mg of Romans as barbarians Even Mark Antony, die hmid-i 
somest man she had ever seen, was rough Cnaeus Fompey,* 
the dead general’s son, whom she had once met, was a pea- 
sant companion but he was bored by readmg or by any ca die 
arts Caesar, it was plain to see, was a mte of wisdom and 
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wide a leaijallcable military leader 

^e air ot strengdi^aad command about him 
had a «v(«ll'shaped head aad aet^g, high^bndged ^Ose 
brOw ^d his finn cheeks were bupea by me sun and wind 
coppery colour His eyes .were black, deep-set It 
"sSNOf^ed to Cleopatra that no secr^ was safe from those black , 
but she saw kmdness — even gentleness — ift them as he 


Caefcar behaved as if he were the host at the palace, but 
‘^.either of them forgot that the palare belonged to Cleopatra 
by udientance It was an inheritance she intended to preserve 
He, on the other hand, had inherited nothmg He had 
wmked and fought to attain his high position, but it was still 
not high enough for him His ambition was boundless Ever 
smce boyhood he had been influenced by Alexander the Great 
and his exploits As he sat now in Alexander s city, his wish 
for absolute power was stronger than ever 

Caesar and Cleopatra talked of many thmgs, but she was 
disappomted that nothing was realty decided Nevertheless 
Qne thmg, at least, encouraged her She had plenty of chance 
to tell her side of the situation that existed m Egypt Caesar 
hstened closely He went so far as to admit that Hie disliked 
|md distrusted Pothmus, holding him responsible for the 
treacherous murder of Pompey He reahzed fully that tl^e act 
was to gam his favour, mstead, it had gained his disgust 
Cleopatra asked if he were going to see Ptolemy Caesar 
revealed that the young king was expected to arrive the 
foUowmg morning 

'^He be surprised to find me here ’ Cleopatra laughed 
as ^e spoke 

Caesar smiled in agreement, then told her he would order 
her rooms and her person to be well guarded Cleopatra 
tbauked him, though she wished that he would consult her 
fnsteady;tf givmg orders, but seemg that he did not care to 
pursue vmth her die matter of the struggle withm Egypt ]ust 
•now, she r^ramed from pressmg him Instead she rose to bid 
himlnoi^dm^t 

V^eSL Cleopatra was once again back m her own room, she 
ioolped contentedly out of her wmdow at the harbotur Hie 
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glaammg beacon t%aros la )fae diftl^qs»> It 

seemed tq shme d welcome to her Across*tlie daxh wat^i^^e 
the o^er countries of the world As a c^d she had salfln Ifiis 
very window and imagmed saihng hrom Alexandria^ to Qxed^ 
and then on to Rome P|rhaps novtr, at last, she would ' ^ 

On the other side of theviea was Juhus Caesar s world, ahd 
he would b« retummg to it He was free to leave any tune he 
wanted to, ms ships awaited him, but somehow, Cleopatra 
felt that he was not gomg to hurry away from Alexanchia ' 
Their meeting had been fateful she was sure Even thou^ he 
had said nothing definite, she sensed that he would be on her 
side 

• He IS remarkable, she thought Then she fell back con- 
tentedly on her silken bed The perfume of the gardens fiU^ 
h^r room The moon set Cleopatra was sleepmg, no longer 
afraid of tomorrow 



CHAPTER .Vl 


One Voice and Many Voiced 


KfEXT MORNING ClEOPATRA HAD A BATH HeR MARBLE TUB 
^0 filled With warm and perfumed water from the Nile It 
Wa? m a room by itself next to her bed-chamber < 

f ' After her bath, she dressed with great care She had heard 
dial die ladies of Rome were elegant and paid careful attention 
to then clothes and jewels and how their hair was arranged 
She did not wish Caesar to compare her with them to her dis- 
advantage 

It was good to be back among all her lovely thmgs Instead 
of die sandals she had worn m the desert, she put on fine shoes 
Her hair was brushed with perfUme and hung to her shoulders 
f ^ soft curls She reddened her lips with lees of wmb Around * 
her'cyehds she diew lines with kohl, a cosmetic that is still m 
^4^e# when she had put on a heavy necklace and long^ear-* 

^ she was ready to greet Caesar in the great hall 

was dazzled by her splendour and her beauty She 
sei^raed altogether different from the young girl of last niglR 
He was to learn that one of the most captivating thmgs about 
her was that her variety was endless Because she was easily 
hpred, she could never stand the idea that she 'might bore 
‘anybody 

Oei^afra noticed with pleasure that Caesar lu^|todered 
herportiaits and likenesses to be reinstalled m the pIlMce He 
^ had leam^ that they had been removed by order of Ptolemy 
v^n she fled from me palace m fear for her hfe , ^ 

last Ptolemy was announced Cleopatra stepped bacb 
xntoihe shadoWs of the great hall, sittmg on an alabaster 
bfORph to Mrntch the proceedings Ptolemy entered, dressed m 
VQffedattice newis followed l^mem1|iers of his staff, ipclucfoig, 
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Poduj^us ba his |iea(S be "^ore a stnajll ^vm.«tol(ejbLJft: bis 
ralnk , „ 

Boljuhus, It seemed to Gleopatr^^ oilier tbab i^ver^ile 
fawned 'On both Ptolen^'and Caesar and gave lying wj^i^es 
for the death of Pon^e^*, which Caesar pretended to beueve 
She hstened carefully to \*hat they were saymg, waitinj^ ft> 
make her pii^sence known The moment came soon 
' Ptolemy announced to Caesar that it was his immediate m- 
tention to return to the battlefield He intended to destroy bos 
sisters forces before the month was ended Pothmus aaded 
that there was no other course to follow, since Cleopatra, bad 
amply proved her unworthiness to rule with her brother , 

• At this, Cleopatra decided to show herself She did nOf say 
^ythmg She just moved out of the shadow from bdund a 
pilla’* and quietlv sat down beside Julius Caesar 

Ptolemy turned nearly purple when he saw her Uttermg 
every curse he knew at his sister, he flung off his little crtmm 
and stamped on it with rage He had to be forcibly held back 
from strangling her 

Throughout this display, Cleopatra sat quietly and stared 
at him coldly Caesar also said nothing, but waited 
Pothinfis did his best to calm the King He was too clever 
to reveal his own shock at seeing Cleopatra on such evidently 
fnepdly terms with the great Roman 

Ptolemy pushed Pothmus aside and an out of the 
hall, screaming that he had been betray».d Pothmus ran 
after him He was afraid that if he did not catch Ptdeipy 
the young king might throw himself out of one of the hi^ 
windows 

Cleopatra watched with interest and amusement ^ 

’ He has not changed at all, she finally said, and Pothmus 
iS just as evil 

There was silence for a moment as Caesar weighed the si^Ip, 
ation Then he said. They seem a curious pair 
He was tempted to say more but he could not promise Cleo- 
patra the kmgdom, however lascmated he was by her His' 
'business was to create peace m Eg)pt, because fofjthO 
moment that would best serve Rome« It Cleopatira wasi<h^ 
appointed, she was careful not to shouf it Ihoui^Q^elsat was 
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now m a position of total power, she^was still Queen of 
Effinpt and would behave accordin^y^ 

Tney beeatne aware of a loud noise outside the palace An 
officer came m to say that a large nrob was gathering They 
wei^ angiy because they had heard tnat dieir young Itmg had 
been insulted by Caesar They afiso were expressmg resent- 
ment at the presence in Alexandria of so many a^ned Roman 
soldieis 

Caesar rose Pothmus works quiCkly, he said 
Cleopatra then saw Caesai in a ws^ she was never to forget 
He asked the guard for his personal armour When he had it 
on, he went to one of the tall open windows from which the 
noisy crowd could behold him clearly He stood there looking 
out at them with a steady, searchmg gaze until they had 
quieted 

He spoke plainly and clearly with his commanders voice 
that could be heard at the far reaches of the square He told 
them he had come not to harm but to help Egypt, that he 
wished to restore peace, and he would do so He declared 
there would be a public meeting the following day and that 
everythmg would be explamed at that time Unbl then he 
expected them to preserve order and quiet m the streets In 
Jpact he demanded it He did not speak of his authority and his 
strength, but he left no doubt in their minds that he had it 
The mob quietly broke up Some of them asked by what right 
this Roman intruded into the aflFairs of their country but most 
were willing to accept what he had said 

Caesar watched for a time, then turned away from the viJto- 
dow and met the look of admiration m Cleopatra s eyes, but 
he did not Imger in his enjoyment of her admiration Instead 
he issued orders for his high staflF officers that Ptolemy should 
be either invited or dragged to the pubhc meeting tomorrow 
Pothmus was also to be there, as well as any other followers 
Ptolemy might want in attendance Caesar instructed special 
guards to make certam that neither the King nor his hench- 
•men were permitted to leave the palace that night 

ddopatra, seeing little Madrian quietly enter the hall, 
called him from his hiding place and learned that he had just 
arjrived with Chafmian and Iras from the desert The Queen, 
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g leased to have him bade, told him m let Fodiin,us out of 

IS si^t 

'' Hus doue,^ Caesar shed his cloak of authonW and turned to^ 
Cleopatra a smile He was lettmrfher get hungry, he said/ 
and did she not think that some qua^roasted on a spit would 
an excellent meal? He wotud present his own troops to 
her later in the day 

Cleopatra agreed that his plan was excellent, and willmgly 
accepted both the quail and the prospect of reviewing ms 
troops Life had suddenly become extremely peaceful 
Ptolemy s screaming was over, at least for the day The angry 
voices outside were silent The doubting voice within her was 
silent, too 



CH^APT'ER VII 


Peace for a Time 


Before the public meeting the next morning, Caesar and 
Ptolemy met privately without Pothmus The high chamber- 
1^ was insulted and furious, but there was nothmg he could 
do about it Ptolemy had somewhat recovered from the shock 
of seemg his sister on such good terms with Caesar He was 
glad to oc back m the palace again He did not like fighbng 
battles, and he hated being away fiom Alexandria 

Caesai was quicklv able to convince Ptolemy to make peace 
with his sistei He could be both persuasive and tactful when 
he want( d to be This morning he chose to flatter the ypung 
king Ptolemy found the great soldier gravely asking his 
opinion about things Pothmus had warned Ptolemy that 
Caesar would threaten him, but there was no sign of this 
Before an houi had passed Ptolemy had agreed that Cleo- 
patra should rule jointly with him once agan 

The Queen was waiting in the adjoining lom At Caesar s 
signal she came in The two enemies spoxe to each other 
quietly for the first time m six months Ca“sar had made Cleo- 
patra promise the day before that she would not taunt her 
brother 

They proceeded together into the large meeting hall with a 
fanfare of trumpets The issembled supporters of both sides 
seemed at first sullen and resentful Then Caesar read 
Ptolemy Auletes wiU to them, one that he had written m 
Rome This was a surprise In the will, Auletes had left all his 
children under the guidance ♦ d protection of Rome For this 
reason, Caesar explained, he had come to Egypt to mak^ cer- 
tapi his old friend s wishes were fulfilled 

Perhaps it was convenient, on this occa^on, for Caesar to 
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forget that he had really bj^n ur pursuit of Pompey, especially 
since his fonuer great nv^ was powidead He went on to de- 
. 4^1^ diat, as a gesture fnaidship, the Island of Cyprus > 
would be returned to Egypt F6r ^pany years it had"been a 
Roman province 

‘ This promptly changed the hosti!le mood of the gatfaenng 
Cheers went up as Caesar wentf on to announce that Cyprus 
would be ruled by the two younger childrefti of Ptolemy 
^A!uiet<ite — Cleopatra s younger siste/ and brother, a girl named 
Arsnfoe who was seventeen, and a boy of eleven 
There were more cheers after this Caesar held upTiis hand 
for silence The best news he had saved for the last Their 
majesties Ptolemy XIII and Cleopatra would again rule Jp- 

f ether as their father had wished He declared that the war 
etween them was at an end, and that there would be a great 
feast on the following night to celebrate the new peace m 
Egypt 

The meeting ended on a note of relief and satisfaction at this 
outcome, for most of the people wished for peace, but among 
the hundreds present, four people remained deeplv dis- 
satisfied with what they had heard One of these, of course, 
was Pothmus He was well aware that Cleopatra hated him and 
would not overlook a chance for revenge at his having turned 
her out of the palace Pothmus was disgusted with Ptolemy 
The young king had done exactly what Pothmus had wifrned 
him not to do Pothmus felt the future was threatening to them 
both- 

There was also Arsmoe She had no love for her brother 
Ptolemy, but she preferred him to her sister the Queen Cleo- 
patra had once remarked that Arsmoe was exactly like a little 
Berenice ^smoe r esented this She knew that she was better 
lookmg thanfEiSF'older sister Berenice, and not so clumsy, 
but it was true that she shared one powerful drive with Bere- 
mce-*-ambition To rule Cyprus was not enough for Arsmoe 
It had fBng been her secret mtention to rule Egypt itself If 
Ptolemy and Cleopatra did not kill each other, she would 
* manage somehow to do away with both of them The curse of 
the l^tc^my blood was about to show itself in Arsmoe 
Cleopatra s yoi^g sister had a tutor named Ganymede She 
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had not wanted a tut<H‘, nor did die share the Qi|<^'s 'iutiprest 
in books and science She had always refused to, join ^leo> 
patra in her studies until she saw Ganymede one day He' was 
gooddookmg and she impiediately fell m love with him 

Ganymede had decide^l that Arsinoe presented him widi a 
chance to become nch and powerful C)^nis did not in 
with his dr^ms of glory lie, like Arsmoe, resented bemg 
exiled with hfer to what they regaided as a dreary island 

The fouith malcontent was perhaps the most surprispig of 
all He was a Roman officer named Achillas who had been hv- 
ing in Alexandria for some time m cKafgenof the small Roman 
garrison there He had been secretly sent by some elements 
ii;^ the Roman senate to help Ptolemy fight Cleopatra T^^ey 
wanted to eliminate a strong queen in order to advance their 
own fortunes with a weak king Achillas also, had always 
fearea <tnd dist usted Caesar 

These, then, were the four people who lesented Caesars 
proclamation Ptolemy, for the moment at least appeared 
pacified by Caesar s words and the promise of freedom from 
Roman intrusion Pothinus aw'^re of the feelings of the other 
three, determined that he would gather them together in 
levolt 

Cleopatra intended to make the banquet on the followmg 
night the most magnificent that Caesar had ever attended 
By now, all her attendants and slaves were back at the palace 
with her She caiefuUy made her plans t how Caesar the 
grandeur and luxury of Egypt 

The room where the banquet was held was as big as a 
temple The walls were of carved marble and ivory The floor 
was black and shining and slippery The ceiling beams Were 
covered with pure gold 

The hundred guests dined at long tables made of ivory 
Each goblet and each plate was of gold The parade of food 
was endless birds and fish of every kind lamb roasted on a 
spit the way the Greeks cooked it Heads of she^p were baked 
with apples, which was a fa '♦urite dish in Rome Stews ap- , 
peared made of all kinds of exotic sea food from the Medi- 
yterranean This was an Egyptian speciality 

Cleopatra had found flut that Caesar s favounte food Was 
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mushrooms, so she had raaaaged to obtain some There were 
all lands of yane to dnnk, as Well to fruits served soaked m 
wme For every guest there was a crown to wear rnade of 
spikenard and roses Everyone ate ^nd drank and listened to 
the music and seemed to be enjoym| the bnlhant occasion < 

< Caesar was seated on a low couch at one end of the hall, 
ibetween the King and the Quetn Cleopatra wpre jewels of 
a)i orijental splendour such as Caesar had nevbr seen in his' 
‘ )hfe Her robe was pale green in colour and nearly transparent 
It was the colour of the Nile, she said 

As the meal was drawing to a cFose, Caesar rose to speak 
He said that in all his travels he had never seen aland so 
beautiful or fascinating as Egypt He wanted to learn all tl^tt 
he could about this country He wanted to study the inscrip 
tions on the temples and palaces built so many years ago by the 
Fharaohs, the ancient kings who had niled for long centuries 
before the Ptolemies 

Above all, declared Caesar, he wanted to seek the source of 
the great and mysterious river Nile Theie was a gasp from 
the audience at that To say that he was going to find the 
source of the Nile was the same as saying he intended to do 
die impossible 

I shall find it, Caesar insisted I shall dunk the waters ot 
the Nile at their beginning 

No one there believed him except Cleopatra She was ready 
to believe that he could do anything 

At the banquet Pothmus set his scheme to work Under the 
cover of the music and die feasting he was able to speak to 
Achillas and Ganymede Before the long and gay evening had 
ended, Pothmus had already planted seeds of new war in the 
soil of the new peace 

The days of harmony which followed the banquet were 
pleasant for Caesar and Cleopatra They went all over the city 
togethqj: Caesar had spoken sincerely when he talked about 
studying the old buildings and monuments and Cleopatra had 
^ always been interested m the great structures the Pharaohs 
had left, including the remarkable pyramids they had built to 
serve as fheir own tombs 

One day they rode out to see thte Temple of Serapis To 
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reach it dhey had to climb a hun^lfed steps Rismg high on top 
of a hdh the massive temple tovMered over the bimy city 
Another afternoon she took him fo see the tomb of Alexander 
This was an unforgettable expenence for Caesar Alexander 
was his hero, and he had patterned his hfe and his career on 
Alexander s 

The famous conqueror s bodf was in a cryst^ cofiBn Ongi- 
n.illy it had been wrapped m sheets of heavy^gold but these 
had disappeared long before When the heavy hd of the casket 
was raised, Caesar could make out through the ancient glass 
the shape of Alexander s remain^ wrapped m the fine linen 
that had been used for burials three hundred years before 
Nearly every day Caesai and Cleopatra went to the libr^y 
It was enormous, high and airy Light streamed through many 
windows onto the hundreds of thousands of rolls of papyrus 
These rolls were in open cabinets, easy to reach The titles 
were written on tickets that hung at the end of every shelf 
Each subject was in its own section, as our libraries are 
arr^ingcd to this day Ciesai admired it and lesolvtd to im 
prove Rome s libiaries to match it 

In the autumn evenings which were still warm, they sat in 
the gardens while they talked and read together*’ They liked 
to read the Greek tragedies aloud and sometimes to act bits 
for each other 

During this time Caesar told Cleopatia much about his*early 
days and his battles She asked many questions about his life 
He told her about his friend Biutus who had fought against 
him with Pompey When Pompey met disaster at Pharsalus, 
Caesar had spared Brutus life because of their old friendship 
They spoke also about Mark Antony Caesar was fond of 
him and amused by him, but Cleopatra no longer thought of 
Antony as she had before There was no room in her thoughts 
for anyone but Caesar 

Reluctantly Caesar realized that he must think of returning 
tb Rome His men were growing restless Because of his many 
battles Caesar had been away from Rome for years except 
for «very short visits He was aware that he must now take 
advantage of Pompey s defeat by retummg m triumph and 
reminding the people of what he had done 
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Somehow, he could sot bear the idea of leavui|; ^nd 

the beauhful queen Hemut off makmg a decision tmtil^' as^ 
often happens, it was made for him Bemre long (he pleasi^t 
days of {>eace ended suddenly 



CHAPTER VIII 


The Alexandrian War* 


While Cleopatra and Caesar •w'ere happily exploring the 
city, Pothinus had not been idle There were several secret 
meetings with Achillas, Arsinoe and Ganymede King Ptolemy 
was still living in the palace as though he were Caesars 
guest, well treated and free to do as he liked, but Pothinus 
circulated the rumour that Ptolemy was^not being allowed 
to rule as Caesar promised The Alexandrians were quick 
to believe this They were a proud people made restless 
by the continued presence in the palace of the powerful 
Roman Pothinus plan began to work Revolt was m 
the air 

Pothmus did not stop there He saw to it iiiat Caesars 
soldiers were given poor food and not much of it This was not 
btrought to the attention of their commander, and it led to the 
rise of a mutinous mood among the Romans who wanted to 
go home 

Even now, the scheming Pothmus was not satisfied He d(^ 
cided thiit a dead Caesar was the only final solution to ' 
problems Then, and only then would Cleopatra be without' 
the power that protected her So, with the connivance o^ 
Arsinoe and Ganymede, Pothinus laid a plan to have Caesar s 
'wme poisoned 

However, Caesar s barber, who heard of the plot when he 
was not thought to be listening, brought the news to his 
, general Clfesar, with the useful aid of Madrian, confirmed the 
report He sent for Pothmus and had him beheaded on the 
epQt 

itljiat, however, did not stop the rising revolt On the co^t 
^ ary. it added to it The Alexandhans believed that the real 
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reason for the execution of the high chamberlain lay in^his 
patriotism mid his loyalty to^Egypt and the Kmg , 
Cleopatra and Caesar watcmed the mobs milhng m &oi:H:5 
of die palace Even the ships of the Egyptian navy drew away 
from me harbour, as thougluto be away from possible action 
by the ships of Caesar This was a warlike sympfom and Caesar 
long experienced in such matters, decided to take some 
action 

Though he had not wanted to involve Roman troops m any 
effort to quell the local disturbance, he sent two messengers to 
Achillas, the commander of die Roman soldiers who were en- 
camped with the Egyptian army outside the city His message 
was^hat the army was to disband, by order of the King and 
<Queen A chillas was personally to return to Alexandria with 
his soldiers to aid in putting down the local agitation, but 
Achillas now revealed his personal disloyalty to Caesar In- 
stead of following the instructions brought by the two messen- 
gers, he had them slam at once 

Upon hearing this, Ptolemy at once left the palace and 
joined Achillas and the forces m the desert He left word that 
this time, when he returned, he would capture Cleopatra and 
execute her 

Things were suddenly verv hazardous for the Queen and 
Julius paesar The General had brought a good sized force with 
him, but many of these soldiers had been allowe home on 
leave The Roman troops stationed regularly in Alt i^andria — 
on whom Caesar believed he could relv — ^were with AchiJas 
Some of Caesar s ships were still m the harbour, but clearly 
it was impossible for him now to sail away and leave Cleo 
patra to certain defeat and death 

This battle promised to be a difficult one Achillas and the 
larmy started their move into the citv The beautiful streets 
became battlefields Caesar occupied the palace and the sur- 
roundmg section of the city — also the harbour adjacent to the 
• palace into which his ships now moved Fortunately tins m- 
cluded the great lighthouse, the key o approaches from the 
sea 

Arsmoe, meanwhile, left the palace with Ganymede It was 
vnot hard for them to steal* away The palaco was not well 
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guarded, Caesar needed eveiy man he could lay his 
hands on to as a soldier ^ the surroun^hng streets 
As soon as Arsinoe was safely away she proclainjM herself 
Queen of Egypt Because or the schemmg of Pothmus, 
Arsmoe had many followers Pto^my was away fightmg agam, 
SO he was not able to defend his ^one agamst this new claim, 
and Cleopatra had become Unpopular m many quarters be- 
^ cause of her romance with Caesar which was widely known 
by now 

Caesar had enough veteran Roman soldiers and Cleopatra 
enough devoted troops under General Barak at least to keep 
the intruding army at bay during the bitter winter This was a 
di£Bcult time for the Queen The old days m the purploitent 
now seemed easy by comparison Cleopatra often went out 
with Caesar, riding beside him on her horse Some of the time 
they hved m a tent just outside the city, but usually they re- 
mamed m the palace Cleopatra did everything she could to 
see that Caesar was comfortable They were rarely apart 
\yhen they were, she was busy planning surprises for him and 
still trying to find the foods he liked This was difiicult m the 
midst of war, but love can work miracles and there was no 
question now that Cleopatra was in love '* 

One of the worst blows of the winter was struck by Arsinoe 
f and Ganymede They attempted to cut off the supply of drink- 
ing water by running salt sea-water into the pipes that fed 
the palace area of Alexandria Caesar met this emergency by 
taking some men from the fightmg Ime and puttmg them to 
work digging new wells 

Perhaps the hardest thing to bear was the destruction of 
so much beauty m the city A terrible fire raged through 
Alexandria The loss of the treasures in many of its buildings 
was a loss to the world Centunes of pnceless information 
about Egypt and the ancient world went up m flame 
Caesar sent many messengers to Rome and other cities, 
urgently falling for reinforcements He was still outnumbered 
and only his vastly superior skill and military sense kept him 
gomg 

Not long afterwards, Caesar was flghtmg on land near the 
Li^thouse ofo Pharos Cleopatrk with Cmarmian watched 
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:rom her window She had sent Apoilodorus widi Caesar and ^ 
it was fortunate that she had 

The Romans decided that they could flank dieir attackers 
oy takmg to small boats, but Caesars own boat overturned 
md, dressed in heavy armoi^r, he fell into the chiUy, choppy 
water ApoUodorus, who was in the water with him, helped 
disengage the afpour which wAuld surely have dragged the 
Roman general down Then together, they swam to a far shore, 
dodging Egyptian arrows as they went 

Caesar was forced to swim with only one hand because of 
important papers to which he clung, but with further assist 
ance from Cleopatra s giant slave, he reached the shore safely 
He fcst only his puiple cloak to the enemy because it floated 
kway on the water Later the Egyptians recovered it They 
triumph i’ «tiick it on a spear and paraded through the city 
with it 

After that dreadful day, the tide seemed to turn in Caesar s 
favour Word came that reinforcements weie airiving at last 
Fresh Roman legionaries had landed at Pelusium and were 
making leady to march towards Alexandria Also, Arsinoe and 
Ganymede had quarelled with Achillas, a terrible quarrel 
whidi ended in me killing of Achillas by Ganymede Sud 
denly Arsinoe found herself without a strong military ally, 
and her backers began to drift away She was bad tempered 
and rude and bettei able to make enemies than f nds The 
troops disliked her and soon the fickle Alexandrians vere turn- 
ing on her and blaming her for the destruction in their city 

Caesar decided to leave the palace and the part of the city 
he had been defending so well Ihe time had come to take a 
chance — a big chance He would appear to move all his troops 
out of Alexandria and let it be known that he was going to 
move eastward by land but m the night he extinguished all 
the hghts on his ships and, guided by the Light of Pharos, 
sailed westward to join the relief column that was ready to 
move from Pelusium Then suddenly and with startling speed 
he entirely surrounded the forces oi Ptolemy, who tried to 
^retreat up the delta of the Nile The strategy went well ftii 
Caesar By the next day Caesar and his legionaries occupied 
Ptolemy’s own camp 
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Frantically trying to escape, the Egyptian army was cut 
Impart Ftolemy himself, fightmg bravely as the end came, fell 
'into th^ Nde and was drowned vAen his body was recovered, 
Caesar sent to Cleopatra her brodier s armour as proof that her 
enemy and rival was dead 

Caesar then gave orders that Arsmoe be captured and 
brought to him as a prisonfer He also ord^ed Ganymede’s 
exei ution, but before that could be put into effect, Arsmoe s 
hapless tutor killed himself by faUing on a sword 

The Alexandrian war was over It had lasted for five months 
To many people living in other parts of the world m the year 
47 B c , this was just another name to add to the list of Julius 
Caesar s victones To the Egyptians, it was the worst defeat 
they had ever suffered To the Alexandrians, the loss of th^ 
citys treasuies as well as the loss of many of their sons and 
fathers in cruel civil war was almost unbearable 

For Cleopatra the war brought an end at last to the Ptole- 
maic feud that had threatened her crown It was convincing 
proof as well of hei own conquest of Caesar 

For Julius Caesai, it was the only war that he had 
ever fought for love Tlie others had been for glpry — the glory 
of Rome and the glory of Caesar 
In all recorded history only two famous wars have been 
waged for a woman One was the Trojan Wai^ which was 
fought for beautiful Helen of Troy The other was the Alexan- 
dnan War, waged for Cleopatra of Egypt 



CHAPTER IX 


Two Joihneys 


Alexandria was in a state great anxiety when Caesar 
and his legions came marching through the ruined streets 
The^lexandrians knew what happened to other cities con- 
quered b) the Romans They were too fearful even to beg for 
mercy Sad "^nd silent,they waited, dressed in clothes of mourn 
mg as they watched the powerful looking troops go past 
However, Caesar quickly put an end to their fears He de 
dared that the destruction left by the winter of war was worse 
^d^n any punishment that he could devise There would be 
%o further penalty It was up to them he said, to rebuild 
Alexandria into the place of wonder that it had been He ended 
his speech by reminding them that the winter was over It 
was spring again, die time of rebirth 

Caesar was lenient with the Alex indrians for two reasons 
One was his hfelong admiration foi Al*>\ander He ished the 
city that Alexander had founded to rise again Se ond, and 
even more important Caesar wanted the capital of Cleopatra s 
realm to be peaceful 

The next day Caesar publicly lestored a radiant Cleopatra 
to her throne Soon after m accordance with the PtolemaiC 
tradition, it was arranged tint Cleopatra would now marry 
her youngest brother It wis only a marriage of state, called 
for by the ancient law laid down by the first Ptolemy Her 
brother was eleven years old, a good looking, friendly boy 
Already King of Cyprus by decree of Caesar, he would now 
be known as Ptolemy XIV He was th^ only one m her family 
for whom Cleopatra had any affection Caesar also liked him 
and gave him his personal horse as a present 
So far, the boy had shown none of the Ptolemaic greed for 
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powei;’^ but Cleopatra arranged djat ApoUodorus was always 
to^be Wth bim Now diat her kmgdpm was secure she would 
take no chances It was also arranged for him to be tutored 
eveij day by the court scholars, just as Cleopatra had been 
At this time Caesar wrote hxs^ellum Mexandnum, a repeat 
to the senate and the people or Rome There is just one hne 
about Cleopatra in it, the oi^y record that r^mams about her 
WrittCTi by Caesar He wrote ‘Caesar restored the Queen 
Cleopatra because she had be^n loyal to him and had always 
remained with him at headquarters 

The captured Arsinoe was nrf shipped to Rome as Caesar s 
prisoner When he returned to Rome she would be marched 
through the city after him as one of the souvenirs of his \ lAtory 
This 'would be a terrible punishment for the proud girl wnb 
had wanted to be queen Cleopatra would rather have had 
her executed, but Caesar would not hear of it He knew that 


would have a bad effect on the people in Rome They were 
not as used to family hatreds and killings as the Egyptians So 
Arsmoe sailed away alive, having failed to achieve any of the 
things she wanted 

Now that the Alexandrian War was over there was no reaso^ 
why Caesar could not return to Rome, except for his wisn t^ 
stay with Cleopatra They weie married by an Egyptian rite 
Smee Caesar already had a wife in Rome, this marriage would 
have no legal standing in his own country In Egypt a man 
could legally have several wives but in Rome only one Caesar 
planned to do something about that when he got back there, 
but m the meantime he was content in Egypt He and Cleo- 
patra set out on a voyage along the Nile, a journey of celebra- 


tion and delight 

Caesar and Cleopatra had a state galley for themselves 
alone It was a floating palace, named Th edemeyo s which rose 
fifty-four feet above the water Each oTHie several storeys was 
surrouqKled by open decks On the top there was a look-out 
tower The rooms were elaborately decorated The dining hall 
had walls of cedar and was the only room on the ship m the 


Egyptian style The others were done m the Grecian manner^ 


which was what Cleopatra liked best In Caesar s cabm, scenes 
firom the Greek epic poem The Iliad were painted on the walls 
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The great Aconan said diat he hyd never seen or dreamed 
of such a ship He was sure that even the Pharacdis of long 
ago had not Known such It^ury There was a little chapm 
dedicated to Aphrodite on board At one end of the top deck 
there was even a tmy, chanjtmg garden The decks were all 
inlaid with amethyst, pendothnd jasper 

Four hundred*§ther vessels sailed or rowed after the Thale- 
meyos They carried the slaves, Caesar and Cleopatra s per- 
sonal attendants, actors and dAncmg girls to entertam Caesar 
was especially interested in perfoi minces of Greek dramas 
The cooks were in a boat to themselves with all their equip- 
ment and vast stores of food 

TJlere were also ships occupied by Caesar s army of several 
thousand soldiers He did not expect any trouble or uprisings 
on the jou'^ev However it would be well to be piepared in 
case of unpleasant sui prises 

The trip was peaceful ind happy It took several veeks, 
sailing first along the gicat delta then more than a hundred 
miles upriver Every moment dong the historic shores was 
fascinating to Ciesai He felt that Le was beholding the 
whole history of Egvpt for Egvpt was leall) the Nile 

He liked to sit on the top deck with Cleopatra They sat 
beneath linen awnings during the day to protect them from 
the strpng sun Caesar saw for himself how Egypt having so 
little rain, was wholly dependent on the river anc ts system 
of canals for its water supply 

One of the canals which he saw had been constructed long 
before the Trojan War That was something else about Egypt 
which Caesar found exciting — the nearness of the past One 
of the places most interesting to him was the rums of the stiH 
imposing Temple to the Sun where Plato had once come to 
study 

It was the General s wish to visit Memphis, which was the 
biggest city m Egypt next to Alexandiia Later, he said that 
by far the most overwhelming sight'; he had beheld were the 
pyramids, symbols of the old Pharaol a Standmg m the desert 
sun beside Cleopatra, he never tired of studying them He was 
"amazed by die technical skiU of the early Egyptians 

More than ever did Caesar dislike the idea of retummg to 
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Rome Thw was his first hohday m many years He would like 
to have continued as far asi Euuopia, but he realized he was 
overdue at home and his soldier^ were getting restless 

Fmally , Caesar and Cleopatra reached the difficult decision 
She summoned the admiral of 'her fleet and ordered him to < 
turn and sail back to Alexandria There Caesar found many 
messages and reports from !^ome urging hi^retum He made 
immemate preparations to depait, but he also promised the 
Queen to return to Alexandria loon 
During the last hours of their being together, Cleopatra 
made a request She pleaded with Caesar to take Madrian with 
him 

The httle man will be lost in Rome, Caesai protAted 
He will just be in our way 

‘You will not realize he is there Cleopatra said, but he 
will watch over you He will never sleep He will guard you 
every minute of the day for me 
At first Caes-ir refused She could not be serious, he said 
The idea of the dwarf being useful as a guard was ridiculous, 
but Cleopatra persisted and Caesar, to please her, agreed 
Madrian was proud that the Queen had chosen him He 
was eagei to see Rome but he knew it woufd not compare 
with Alexandria The day before they were to sail, Cleopatra 
spoke to Madrian alone She made him swear by his gpds that 
he would first taste everything before Caesar ate or drank it 
r The morning of the following day Caesar at last left 
Alexandria Cleopatra, with Charmian, went to the high flat 
roof of the palace She stayed there watching for hours until 
she could no longer make out the shape of the Roman sails 
ftgamst the bright blue sky 

Caesar remained on deck until he saw Egypt fade m the 
distance His eyes never left the palace roof and the straight 
proud figure waving farewell When the last of the land had 
vanished he went below to his cabin He was leaving behmd 
him a queen restored to her throne and to the affection of her 
people 

V » He was also leaving behmd a queen who would become the 
mother of his child 




CHAPTER X 


Caelarion 


A YEAR AND A MONTH WENT BY bA-ORE CaESAR AND ClEOPATRA 
met again During that time Cleopatra missed Caesar greatly 
They had been together almost eveiy day while he wa^^ m 
Egypt 

There was however much to keep her busy during the 
days of Caesar s absence Alexandria was being rebuilt with 
amazing speed The Queen liked to observe the work that was 
bemg done She enjoyed watching the stone masons and other 
craftsmen at their jobs Sht usually made these visits in the 
afternoon Charmian and ApoUodorus would accompany hfef 
Sometimes Ptolemy, the voung king was allojved to come 
along as a reward when he had done his lessons well 

Most important of all weie preparations for the arrival ol 
Caesar and Cleopatra s child He was bom on June 23rd in 
the year 47 b c — a strong, handsome little boy There was an 
unusual air of dignity about his tiny person H^looked out 
at the world with his father s black eyes Cleopatra wrote tc 
Caesar that it hardly seemed possible that a newborn babj 
could look so much like a fully grown man 
From the moment she saw him, Cleopatra adored her son 
She named him Ptolemy Caesar His name and the date of his 
birth were inscribed on the wall of a temple m Alexandria 
In domg this, Cleopatra followed one of the Egyptians oldesi 
' customs She often scorned the old ideas, but she liked this 
one It was right that his birth should be carved on stone tc 
xecord the event for eternity 

No one ever called the child Ptolemy Caesar, even thougb 
tihe name was carved m marble. He was always known as 
C$iesanon, whi£h means Ijjttle Caesar 
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The news of l^ie babv s arrival rekch^d Julius Caesar*wben 
he was far away in Asia Minor He was overjoyed At last he 
had a son Until the birth of Caesarion he had only one ohild^ 
a daughter, Julia She had been an intelligent and lovely 
girl Caesar had adored herj and her early death had been a 
cruel blow to him He was Sond of his nephew OctaviVis and 
had decided to«adopt him, but now he had a son of his own 
Extra rations of wine were oidered for all his legions, in cele- 
bration 

Cleopatra wrote that their son was the healthiest and 
happiest baby in all of Egyp^. Everyone loved him The Alex- 
andrians cheered when he was brought to the windows of the 
pSilice Apollodoius could carry him around on just one of 
4iis broad hands Charmian and Iras spent their days admiring 
him His 'mcle, Ptolemy, was especially fond of him The 
lyoung king wis pioucl that he could alwavs make the baby 
laugh 

Egypt was now peaceful prosperous and free from the 
threat of Roman aggression The Egyptians knew that this was 
because of Caesai s high legaid for Clecpatra No queen could 
have been moie popular with her own people 

While everything was so pleasant in Alexandria Caesai was 
on a long, important journey in the East It was not a peaceful 
one ^irst, he had gone to the Hellespont, north of the Aegean 
Sea There he had a brief, brisk naval battle with t ?ie of Pom- 
pey s former generals, Lucius Cassius Caesar de ated him 
and then went farther on into Asia Minor There had been 
Rouble m Pontus, a Roman province beyond Syria A chief- 
tam, Phamaces by name and son of the more famous Mith- 
ridates had become powerful enough to rise against Roman 
dominion He was resolved to free his people Caesar was 
equally determined that he would not Caesar s creed was that 
Rome must rule the world 

Caesar had only three legions with him, about 18,000 men 
Nevertheless, he marched agamst Phamaces and all his men, 
more than twice the number of his c vn At the town of Zela 
he completely routed them 

After the battle, he sat m his tent and composed a message 
to the Roman senate, as was his custom He used just three 
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Laturwor(]$ '~V4nt, vtdt, via ' ("l Oame’ l saw, I conquered ’) 
This dispatch reveals the man juSt as he must have been 

Caesar then proceeded on the long way back home to Rome, 
more confident than ever of the deception that awaited hutt 
He landed there in August, approximately two years after his 
last visit The welcome he was^fiven outdid anything that 
Rome had ever known ' 

Soo < after Caesar s arrival, plans were begun for great 
triumphal processions m which he would nde through the 
cit) He looked forward to this public tribute, but he wanted 
Cleopatra to see him acclaimed iij this hour of glory He missed 
her, so he wrote that she must come to him as soon as possible 
On the banks of the River Tiber he prepared for her a q* et 
and handsome villa The gaidens adjoined his own Although* 
there was much for him to do m Rome he took time to arrange 
for artists and craftsmen to beautify the house and enlarge the 
gardens He ordered hundreds of new trees to be planted to 
insure privacy for Cleopatra and their child 
When his invitation arrived m Alexandria, the Queen was 
delighted She had alwavs di earned of seeing the lauds across 
the sea, but, best of all she would be with Caesai again ^ 
It was also arranged by Caesai for Cleopatra and Ptolemyi 
to be invited officially to Rome for a visit of state, the purpose 
of which was to conclude formalh a pact of peace an^ alli- 
ance with the senate 

Cleopatra looked forward to arriving as an honoured guest 
of the Republic She thought of her fathei g<Wg to Rome to 
beg for favours and having to bribe his way to obtain them 
How different would be the circumstances of her own tiip I 
When it was announced that the Queen of Egypt would 
soon be arriving m Rome there was much talk The Romans 
were tremendous gossips Now they had something to gossip 
about There had been many rumours that the great Caesar 
was m love with the Queen of the Nile Naturallv among his 
filends and his enemies there was much curiositv to see this 
^almost mythical young woman 

^The Romans firmly believed that everyone in tile world 
except the Greeks and themselves were barbarians They’ re- 
garded the Egyptians as particularly uncivilized because they 
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wpr^pped gods with the shape' of animals. rams»'dogs^ cats 
and hon-hodied creatures with strange, smilmg faces Suifely 
tiie queen of such savages would be a savage hers^ 

’ Then, finally the day came wl^n Cleqpatra, lOokmg from 
her palace window, saw a large ^d graceful slup m the har- 
bour It was an Egyptian vessel twith purple sails that had 
been specially prepared for ^e voyage acrq;fi5 the Mediter- 
raneajL In the morning she woi^ld be leaving Alexandria at 
last Already the men had begun to load the ship that would 
take her to Rome 

With her, Cleopatra would be carrying to Caesar their child, 
Caesarion 



CHAoPTER XI 


The Purpje Sails 


The morning of the day of^ departure was clear and bright* 
as the Queen had hoped She regarded the fine skies as a good 
?)fHen for the long journey ahead 

' Cleopatra was not one who travelled light The ship s hold 
bulged her possessions Among other things she took 
with her masses of Egyptian roses, her favourite flower The 
entire ship was scented with loses — ^rich, dark red roses The 
Alexandrians had discovered a method of keeping flowers 
fresh for mouths Like many of their secrets this one was lost, 
never to be found again 

The cargo^also included many piesents for Caesar Some 
were oflBcial gifts — from the Queen of Egypt to the Dictator 
of Rome, but there were countless personal tokens as well 

The ship was also well filled with people Many members 
of her court were with her, among them Char" lan, Iras and 
the strong Apollodorus They were happy and xcited about 
the trip Only King Ptolemy, now twelve years old, was a bit 
sad at leaving Alexandria He did not share his sister s eager- 
ness to see other countries He loved Egypt and feared be 
would be homesick 

The royal baby, Caesarion was of course, too little to know 
that he was going away He slept thiough most of the com- 
motion of the departure 

Cleopatra remembered that her father had always com-i 
plamed bitterly about the Roman food, so she included three 
skilled cooks m the ship s company as well as big supplies of 
the wonderful spices and condiments fiom the market^ of 
Alexandria ' 

“ She had also invited several learned men tc»come with her 
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One ot ttie^e was Sosigenes, a cdebpated Greek sdiolar who 
had ongmaUy come to mexandna to study at the great library 
Caesar had met and liked Sosigenes It was Cleopatra’s idea 
thalt he might be useful to Caesaf, so he came on board the 
ship as one of Ptolemy s tutors 

^w, at last, she walked slowly <?lown the wide, white steps 
that led directly from the palace to the mn^ harbour The 
ship w (S moored at the royal ao^k Its sails were still furled 
tightly to the masts 

The people of the city, by the thousands, lined the rooftops, 
the wharves and the jetties to sa^ good-bye to their Queen- 
Goddess When she was on board the signal was given The 
ship cast oflF The purple sails suddenly unfurled and billowdci 
briskly against the southerly breeze They were under 
way 

The vast crowd along the shore started to shout 
“Hail to the Divine Queen ' 

Hail, Cleopatra, daughter of all the gods ! 

Cleopatra went to die topmost deck, where she took 
Caesarion from Iras He was still asleep and unaware of the 
excitement of the leave taking, but as his mother took him, 
he woke up and smiled at her She held him high so that he 
npght look at Egypt, the land of his birth, the land he would 
one day rule, but his attention was caught by the ilappin; 
and biUowmg of the great stretches of canvas above his head 
He reached out his tiny hands to touch them This amused 
Cleopatra, who kissed his cheek, wrapped his blanket closer 
about him and returned him to Iras 
“Put him to bed in his cabin, Iras 
^^lU you not also rest. Divinity ^ 

‘Tn a little while, Cleopatra replied I wish to be here by 
myself See that I am not disturbed 

Iras bowed and left She walked carefully for now the ship 
was startmg to roll, and she earned a precious burden 

Cleopatra watched the coasthne of her kingdom get smaller 
and smaller m the distance When will I see Egypt again? ’ 
sh»said softly to herself 

^ She thought of the many time^ she had been left behmd 
Wdtching ships (sail away and out of sight This time she was 
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on theRhip fmd her spint soared She was on h6r Mray to loeet 
the blaster of the worldi^^i^ 

The wind increased, now that the ship was well ofiFshcne 
and sailing through deep l^ue water, The sails strained, the^ 
stout timbers crewed as tl\e ship rose and fell with the rolling 
sea The salt spray blew agamst her face and mto her hair 
She breathed deeply, enjoy m^it Charmian appeared noisO-^ 
lessly and wrapped the Que^n m a long purple cloak 
Cleopatra continued to stay there until she could no longer 
see land Good-bye, she called aloud Good-bye, my 
country ! 

^For her it was a moment of destiny Tonight her astrologer 
would tell her that never before had her star been so high m 
the heavens 
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Hail Caesarf 


CUSOPATRA S ARRIVAL IN ROME W^S CELEBRATED WITH ALL THE 

splendoiir and pomp that Caesar could command He was 
waiting for her at the gates of the city when she arrived frdfti 
Rpirie s seaj^ort of Ostia With him were many members of the® 
uiate and’^Wher high oflBcials There were several speeches of 
l^lcome The Queen responded to these in a manner that 
won compliments 

Then Caesar escorted her to a large chariot Standing be- 
side it was little Madrian, dressed in full Roman armour and 
as full of excitement and self importance as ever He fell at the 
Queen s feet in a frenzy of affection, and she ^as overjoyed 
to see him again 

Cleopatra drove slowly through the city of Rome with her 
brother sitting beside her The streets were packed, with 
people eager foi a glimpse of the foreign rule|^ Expectmg 
this, Cleopatra had put on an elaborate dress deliver cloth 
and many strings of pearls Pearls were entwined in her hair 
Caesar thought she looked more beautiful and regal than he 
had remembered How unlike the yovpig girl who had risen 
from the carpet that night at the palacsj^ 

The Romans were dazzled by hei a^^arance She returned 
their frank stares kindlv and with interest She did not smile 
It was too soon to smile, she thought She would wait to be 
sure that they were well disposed towards her and her son 
Cleopatra was astonished by the appearance of the city It 
^as dirty and congested Most of the streets were extremely 
narrow and crooked Some were paved with heavy cobbler 
stones to take the trafiBc of chanqts and cavalry.. Eveiywhei^e 
seemed ts) be confusion and noise Nowhere did she .see' 
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the heauty ani^ order to she was accusiome^ ut 

Alexandria > 

' Her chanot turned at the end of a twisting street, and thfli 
Queen beheld before her for the first time the brown waters! 
of the Tiber 

So this is the great Roman river, she whispered to her 
brother The l^ile could easily swallow it I 
They crossed over a bridge starting to leave the city be-t 
hmd In a short time they drew up before a large villa Romans 
considered this villa to be magnificent Actually it could not 
compare with the luxury and beauty of the royal palace at 
^exandna, but Cleopatia was delighted Caesar had done 
everything to make things comfortable for her The gardens 
were tne wonder of Rome There was a lovely park of pines 
and dcx v.rs which Caesar himself had designed Here, hfi 
and the Queen could walk unseen and undisturbed M 

Inside, the house had been redecorated for her m a lavish 


way There were deep chairs md divans Priceless rugs were 
spread on the floors There weie manv silken pillows, for Cleo- , 
patra loved to have pillows everywhere Soft curtains were 
hung for privacy 


Cleojiatra exclaimed with pleasure at every evidence of 
Caesars attention to the details she might enjoy Outside her 


bedroom was a small walled garden for her pr vate use She 
also Imd a superb bathroom with a sunken h h, almost a 
pool, of purplish red Egyptian prophyry The Romans were 
far advanced in their plumbing an e> cellent system 


of pipes brought both hot and cold water into their best 
houses 


After Caesai had shown her round, thev went together into 
the garden It was wonderfully quiet after the turmoil of her* 
arrival They sat together for a while on a marble bench that 
was placed in the shade of a large and ancient tree Caesanon 
was brought to them and laughed and played for a while 
on the grass at their feet Caesar was entranced now 
Itt last, to hold in his own arms the son for whom he had 
longed 

A week after the Queens arrival there took place the firsti^^ 
of /our gteat triumphs in Caesars honour Hiese wore pro- 




cessions in the Roman tradition “lebratmg aeat 
«ctories No one but Julius Caesar had ever had as many as 


^°The night before they began, Caesarcame across Tiber 
to have Inner alone with Cleopatra He brought with him a 
doKteS lovely coronet of gold and preoiou^ 
found her waitmg for bm on a Jow couch m ha “^o^t 
IS® the -cSd to* of the Vila He showed her whet 



he had brought then placed it on her dark curls 
‘ If you will wear it publicly tomorrow it would please me,’ 
he said 

That IS not a difficult favour to grant,’ she rephed, laugh- 
mg 

“You have many crowns, said Caesar 
“None that you have given me, said the Queen 'That 
makes this Ihe one I care for most " 
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'It wm not be"t!ie last I ^all ffvt you ” Qaesar spdce in a 
v^ce sttdd^y senous 

Cleopatra caught her breath During the week that she had 
been in Rome, she had put out of her mmd all thoughts of hei^ 
’^own ambition, but now she suddenly felt the Ptolemaic love of^ 
power Between them, she and Oftesar could rule the world 
and leave Uiat world to the ii son 
Hiiy talked no more of crowns or kingdoihs that evening, 
but nothing could stop Cleopatra from thinking about them 
The next morning she was driven into Rome From the top 
of one of its seven hills, she could see for the first time some of 
the more noble buildings of the iity — the senate, the forum, 
the temples and the sacred shrine of the vestal virgins 

Cleopatra was completely rested from her long journey c 
She wore one of her flowing robes in white, and over her 
shoulders a long cloak of royal purple On her head rested the 
delicate ciown that Caesar had given her the night before 
About her arms were the heavy bracelets worn by all Egyptian 
queens at great functions She was shining with pride in 
Caesar, m herself and in their child 

She was well seated m a special box prepaied for her and 
her attendants on the tribune where sat the entire senate and 
^1^ oflBcials of the republic The triumphal procession would 
pass directly in front of them and then wind its wd^ through 
out the city , 

Suddenly trumpets weie heard, followed by the rolling roar 
of drums A massed phalanx of armoured soldiers, one man 
from every legion in the army, now passed, carrymg the 
fasces and other svmbols of the power of Rome These were 
followed by a procession of sixty maidens, with garlands 
in their hair, scattering flower petals on the ground At the 
side, a cavalrv band of a hundred mounted musicians, mclud 
mg bag pipers filled the air with a stirring march of 
victory , / 

, Hien, in the bright sunlight, Juhus Caesar appeared through 
an archway built especially for the occasion He was standing 
im,,a carved and decorated chariot, drawn by four perfectly 
f matched spirited horses As he advanced, the great conqueror 
liaised one armjngh in the Roman salute The immense cfowd 
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roared its admiration ; AiS if with one voice they cned, '‘Hail 
Ca^arl < « Hail Caesar 1* 

Caesar s black eyes scanned the tribune^ seekmg Cleopatrali^ 
r At just the moment he saw her, somethmg happened to the, 
chariot He stumbled It seemed as diough he would surely 
fall, but quickly he regained his balance and leapt &om fhe. 
chanot " 

The spectators gasped W'th elief A near tragedy had been 
averted, but what had gone wrong? The answer was simple 
An axle had broken At once another chariot was wheeled mtO 
position, and the piotession staited up again as if nothing 
had happened 

To me Queen it had been a moment of horror She was 
highly superstitious In Egypt Caesai had often teased her 
about fnding omens and portents in everything The broken 
axle, which seemed merely an annoyance to everyone else, 
was a true warning of evil to Cleopatra For the first time smce 
leavmg Alexandria she felt fear 

Being Cleopatra, she did not show her fear to anyone In- 
wardly she was trembling, but the smile that she gave to 
Caesar as he passed, and the face that she presented to the 
Romans all a?)out her was as bright as the morning 

After Caesar passed and as the procession of troops and 
hostages continued, every eye turned occasionally to look at 
the Egyptian queen Everyone in tlie city n w knew the 
reason for her being there, and much as they ai ored Caesar, 
there was plenty of grumbling agamst what the people re- 
garded as an alien intrusion into a great Roman celebration 
The highborn ladies of Rome also resented her presence 
among them After all, thev said, although Caesar might have 
married Cleopatra under Egyptian law, he was not mamed 
to her under Roman law Behind all this may have been the 
force of jealousy agamst the beautiful stranger, but also it 
expressed the high regard of the Romans — at that time — ^for 
stnet legal and moral standards 
Several days later came the second triumph This one was 
to celebrate Caesar s victory in the Alexandrian War It jyas 
an especially important day for Cleopatra It showed all thSf 
Roman people that she was the rightful anc^p lawful ruler of 
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Egypt It proved to' liie how Mwise diey bad been to 

favour her defeated and dead l»’other 
" Large pictures of Fothmus and Achillas, her former enenues, 
^ere time earned m front of Caesar s chanot She looked 
at them with pleasure It was all she could do not to laugh out 
loud 

In die midst of music and cheering, Caesar passed, attired 
this time m armour of solid gO||ld Jt seemed to*Cleopatra that 
he was surely the most impressive man alive 

Then, suddenly, following behmd Caesars chanot, came 
somethmg for which Cleopatra was completely unprepared 
It was her sister Arsinoe, walkmg slowly and m chams, a 
,pnsoner of war 

Cleopatra stared at the terrible spectacle Arsmoes dress 
was ragged and tom Her hair was dirty and uncombed She 
had no shoes on her feet, and her chams bound both her 
wnsts and her ankles She tmdged along behmd her captor, 
her head downcast She was the picture of utter misery and 
despair 

There was a gasp of horror from some of the more sym- 
pathetic Romans Many looked at the Queen to see how she 
felt at this sight of her degraded sister, but Cleopatra betrayed 
no emotion She just held her little turquoise perfume bottle 
to her nose 

c 

After Arsinoe, there followed a dozen bewildered giraffes 
They were another trophy m the show The crowds forgot 
about Arsinoe in their excitement at seeing these exotic 
animals 

Cleopatra did not look at them Her eyes followed Arsmoe 
as she moved pitifully away — Arsinoe, who hadlSared to try 
to be queen Cleopatra s red lips curved m contempt 

She never forgot that sight of her sister She never forgot 
^the sound of the screammg crowd She knew now what hap- 
pened to anyone brought as a defeated hostage to Rome She 
remembered that to the end of her life It was to have an enor- 
mous influence on her some years later, but on that sunny 
mommg of the second tnumph she rejoiced m Arsinoe s defeat 
hmd in her own good fortune 



CHAPTER XIII 


Octavius 


As THE WEEKS PASSED HAPPILY, ClEOPATRA WAS ASKED BY 

Caesar to pose for a full 1 ngth statue of herself He did not 
tell her what it was for, but it was executed by one of the fore- 
most sculptors in Rome 

Soon after the statue was completed, the Queen learned 
why he »viihed it Her surprise was shared by all of Rome 
Caesar, who was believed to be an actual descendant of Venus, 
the goddess of love had built a new temple to give thanks to 
her for his victories 

He invited everyone of importance in the city to attend the < 
dedication of the shrine and made the day an ofiScial holiday 
Even the schools were closed There were public feasts and 
spectacles to entertam the crowd Elephants and apes whidi 
had been brought by Caesar from Africa were displayed At 
night comedies and dramas were performed 
Everyone had to agree that the new tempk o Venus was 
one of the most beautiful buildings in Rome, but the thing 
about it that created the greatest excitement was the lovely 
statue m the forecourt that represented the goddess 
It was the figure of Cleopatra I 

Caesar had also ordered new coins to be mmted They bore 
on one side an image of Cleopatra as Venus and on the other ' 
a tiny portrait of Caesarion as Cupid, child of the goddess 
Some Roman citizens were merely amused at this fresh 
evidence of the Dictator s devotion to the Egyptian", as they 
called her Many more were shoci d and offended, but neither 
opimon mattered m the least to Caesar 
It was natural on this great occasion that the Dicfatei 
should be surrounded by Ml his relations Rojnans, more ^an 
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anybody^ had 'great pnde m dieir f jNdy coimectiOQs Thu 
was especially true cn so patrician a line as Caesars 

Cleopatra now met them all, but the one upon whom het 
attention fastened itself was a young man to whom she 
todk an instant dislike He seemed about seventeen years 
old His -complexion was pale to the pomt of being sallonk, 
and he^ was very thm He was 'tall and hip eyes shone 
almost as if he had a fever ^is^name was Octavius, and 
he was Caesar s grand nephew, the grandson of his sister 
Juba 

The Queen attempted to talk to him pleasantly She asked 
him questions and tried to draw him out He answered re- 
luctantly He was clearly ill at ease No doubt he felt the 
natural hostility between them There was plenty of reason 
for it to exist 

Several years before, the father of Octavius had died Caesai 
who liked the boy, had recently made hun an adopted son 
This was quite a common Roman practice, and it was generally 
expected that he would be Caesar s heir 

It IS certain that Octavius himself expected this His posi- 
tion was a legal one No other legal heir was m si^t, and there 
was not likely to be one unless Caesai did something about 
Caesarion 

This rivalry was certainly in the mind of both Cleopatra and 
Octavius when they met The young man had been brought 
to her villa by Caesar, but left soon after a meeting which waS 
not very successful 

Caesar sensed that Cleopatra had not cared for Octavius, 
but he did not pursue the subject For one thihg, Octavius 
was of his family Family loyalty was a Roman obligation, 
and the bov was his adopted son It was not fitting even for 
Cleopatra to reflect upon his merits 

Nevertheless, Caesar realized that he must soon have 
Caesarion accepted as his actual son and heir To achieve this 
he would have to make legal his marriage to Cleopatra Under 
e;pstmg Roman law this would be impossible, and a change 
m the law would be difficult to accomplish, even with all his 

r iver There was great dislike m Rome for the onental custom 
a man having more than one w^e, but he, would use his 
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grea^ in the senate to start a towards this 

change 

With hi$ feeling for c'ose family ties, Caesar brou^t Octa* 
Vius back several times io see the Queen He hoped that il he 
brought them together frequently, Cleopatra would learn tp 
like the lad 

However, no warmth dsveloped between them On the con- 
trary, Cleop^a made certain that whenever Octavius came, 
he was not allowed to sec tile little Caesarion She did n^t 
want them to be alone for an instant Her training and longi 
breeding as a Ptolemy showed itself in her behaviour lEIers i 
was a family where hate and murder were the rule, and she^ 
would take no chances with the life of her son 

Meanwhile a popular feeling surged through Rome that 
Caesar should be finallv crowned as absolute monarch He 
refuaeu «.a igree tr this, wanting more proof that such a desire 
was shared by aU, but destiny was pressing him on ' 

To Cleopatra it seemed that it would surely be only a short 
time before Caesar was made king, and their son named heir 
to his throm but in the long hours of the chilly Roman nights^ 
her thoughts often turned to Octavius Her instincts warned^ 
her well foi'the day wis to come when Octavius would bring 
great trouble 



CHAPTER ILIV 


Friends and Fomans 


It was a strange new world in which Cleopatra now 
found herself Everything was difiFerent from her hfe m Alex- 
andria — ^the climate, the food and, above all, the people 

Roman society was very curious about hei There had been 
speculation about what she would do and how she would 
behave They could scarcely believe that she would live so 
quietly In fact, they were rather disappointed that the Queen 
of Egypt did not give great parties in the colourful oriental 
style they had heard about 

Cleopatra would have done anything that Caesar wanted, 
but he was bored with banquets and with many of the 
Romans For two years she saw no one without His approval 
However, she saw many who were useful to the Dictator or 
ahiused him Her policy of seclusion caused resentment among 
Romans of importance who were not mvited to Cleopatra s 
house They blamed her and began to spread false and scanda- 
lous stones about her 

The rumours did not bother the Queen She even laughed 
at some of the more outrageous ones She was tod happy to 
care what people said She was reunited with Caesar, whom 
ahe loved devotedly 

; ' , Dunng all this time, Caesar was extremely busy with 
' xtiatters of state He now held three positions of high import- 
ance He was Dictator, First Consul and Pontifex Maximus 
The last wis his title as a supreme religious leader It also gave 
him absolute protection, under Roman law, agamst attack 
Violence agamst his person m any form would be an un- 
4liyjDkable crime 

This was an important protectich for a man m Caesar’s 
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position Rome, even unijer his rule, was ahve with politics and 
trouble Conflicting parlies and groups frequent!}! tumed to 
the murder of those wid\ whom they disagreed As PontifeK 
Maximus, Caesar was new beyond any such nsk At least sqt^ 
everyone thought ' 

Many of his problems ind plans he brought to Cleopatra,^ 
whose mtelligence and si ill as a ruler he much respected 
Durmg the tvi/b years she was m Rome great improvements 
were started for the welfare of the people Rents and taxes 
were reduced, and Roman laws made more equal for all 
Caesar encouiaged the development of towns aU over Italy, 
with strong ties to Rome asi their leader He urged the people 
of the city, which was very crowded, to colonize the places 
, he had conquered He wanted to bring Roman ideas and law 
to those remote places As a result, many Roman commumties 
began to flourish throughout the lands we know today as 
France, Spain England and the Middle East 

To accomphsh all this, as well as many other projects and 
plans, Caesar neeaed the support of the senate and other 
Roman leaders So Cleopatra s quiet villa across the Tiber be- 
came a centre for the most influential and mteresting men m 
Rome There Caesar could relax with them and at me same 
time make good political progress 
Among those who came was Caesars old friend, a most 
important Roman named Marcus Brutus Di'rmg Caesars 
bitter civil war with Pompey, Brutus had taken Pompey’s side 
and even fought in the field for him, but because Caesar ad- 
mired him so greatly and because of their former friendship 
his life was spared after the defeat of Pompey at Pharsalus 
More recently, as a token of further forgiveness, Caesar had 
made Brutus one of the governors of Gaul 
'■ When Caesar had first related this to Cleopatra she had 
been shocked How can you spare the life of a fnend who 
* has been treacherous? she asked 

“Brutus has great ability,' said Caesar He is not a soldiex* 
/but a man of unusual intellect Rome needs him So do I It 
ivOuld have been wasteful to kill a man of his expenence 
“But he was agamst you “ 

Caesar looked at her patiently Brutus chpse Porapfey be- 
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cause he f^t if was the right thin^ tq do He iS a man of high 
principle ” 

THe Queen thou^t about this fol a monlent To a woman 
of die Ptolemaic bmod it was absufd ever to trust a traitor 
."He may think of pnnciples but no^ of people, she said ' He 
IS a cold man ’ 

There wa^Hbother man whom ^leopatra did not like Noi 
did Ciesar like him, but th^ ^t up with* him not only 
because he had grown to importance but also because he was 
the brother in-law of Brutus His name was Gams Cassius 
Cassius had an irritating manner, he was sly and secretive, but 
he was also competent and clever, Caesar, who was above all 
things a remarkably fair man, set aside his personal dislike and 
invited Cassius often to the villa More than that, he made 
him a praetoi of Rome This charged him with the admini- 
stration of justice 

Cleopatia concealed her dislike for these two important 
men so well that they both were fascinated by her Brutus 
enjoyed talking to the Queen about the Greek philosophers, 
the leadmg thmkers of dieir day He could quote them from 
memory, so could Cleopatra 

Brutus, she realized, was a man of influence aS well as taste 
and learning She could understand his hold on Caesar, but 
to her, Cassius seemed a greedy man — greedy for both money 
and power 

Then one night rathei unexpectedly, a rare and remark 
able guest came to the villa His name was Cicero Although 
he was a great political figure in Rome, he lived m semi 
retirement, but his mfluence as an orator was enormous 

Cicero had also sided with Pompey against Caesar, but 
Caesar, again with his capacity for forgiveness, admired 
Cicero s gifts as an orator and invited him to meet the Queen 
of Egypt Perhaps Caesar felt that the charms of Cleopatri 
would inchpe Cicero somewhat to his side Instead there was 
an immediate hostilitj between them In a letter to a fnend 
Cicoro wrote, I detest Cleopatra She is insolent and gives i 
me no credit for spirit or feelings 

1^ Hearing of this, Cleopatra said to Caesar, How can I give 
^im credit for what he does not havb?” 
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said Dothing , 

"Sometimes I'^ caQnof ''intlerstand you,"''stie went on 
"Ctcero talks agamst yw and the people are fastening tp 
him" 

' “Let them listen I woiild not stop them if I could ” 

She laughed In all the world was there suchj; man 1 

One persok presentee^ himself to the (fsl^n without 
Caesar s permission This v as ^n elderly man named Ammo- 
mus, a Levantine, who came origmally from the far easteth 
shores of the Mediterranean Now he was a Roman citizen, p 
banker, and very rich He had been a friend of Cleopatra s 
father when Ptolemy Auletes was in Rome and had loaned 
the Egyptian ruler large sums of money Cleopatra was 
pleased to see Ammonius — not only because of his services tO 
her father but also because he was a most amusing talker and 
a great gossip 

Among other things, she was able to find out from 
him something that had puzzled her She had wondered why 
among all those fiiends of Caesars brought by him to the 
villa he had never included the popular Mark Antony Some 
mstmct had ^ept her from asking the reason, until the visit of 
Ammonius gave her the chance 

Cleopatra learned that when Caesar returned from Egypt 
he bad found Mark Antony deeply in debt This was the 
result of wild hvmg and extravagance that wer the scandal 
of Rome Only his good looks and gaiety h d protected 
him against complete disapproval by all oflBcial and social 
Rome 

When Antony came to welcome and congratulate his old 
friend, he was met by a dictator who disliked heartily what 
he had heard Antony tried to defend himself but coiild not 
The record of his behaviour was clear Caesar was outraged 
that a man of Antony s great ability and promise should so 
degrade himself 

However, Antony had a high temper and would take no 
Criticism Apparently the two men quarrelled and Caesar told 
j Anton^ he had no wish to see him again In fact, he even yig- 
gested that Antony should leave Rome for a while until hiS 
public re^tation had improved a bit This ^Antony did the 
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f oliowmg day, taking widi him a notpnous actress as Jus cW- 
panion 

Caesar was saddened by this Occurrence He knew of' 
Antony's personal loyalty to him aijd admired immensely his 
courage as a soldier 

'To CWpatra, also, this was an mfliappy state of a£Fairs She 
had looked forward to seemg agayl the brave end handsome 
cavalr o£5cer she had met as a child 

Perhaps the most exciting of all the things which were bemg 
discussed at the villa was Caesar s plan to set up an entirely 
new calendar to mark the period of die weeks and months He 
felt that the old Roman calendar was clumsy and unpractical 
It was based on the twenty-eight-day cycle of the moon This 
did not work too well as there were always days left over m 
the computation of the year 

To end the confusion once and for all, Caesar put to work 
the Greek scientist Sosigenes, whom Cleopatra had brought 
from Alexandria as a tutor for young Ptolemy He assigned to 
hull a number of Roman astronomers with instructions that 
they devise a new arrangement for the division of the year 
They finally worked out the calendar of 365 days with a day 
added every four years 

This calendar is the one still used today It was called the 
Juhan calendar m Julius Caesar s honour As a further tnfiute, 
his name was given to one of the months — ^July, which had 
been the time of his triumphs 

Astronomy and the stars had always meant a great deal to 
the Egyptians, so Cleopatra was especially delighted by this 
work Her villa was filled with astronomers charts and draw- 
mgs of the sky and remarkable devices for tellmg the time 
Young Ptolemy, who lived m a house of his own near by, 
shared his sister s interest 

Wmter had now come to Rome, Cleopatra’s first wmter in 
a foreign land The ram fell on bare trees and empty flower 
beds A chilly wind blew through the valleys and up the nver 
,It made a sad, sighing sound around the house 

Cleopatra s thoughts turned to Egypt The sun would be 
^lUnmg there, large and yellow as* honey Only soft breezes 
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would sbr tbe $weet-$melliiig air For the first time, the Queftn 
the Nile began to miss her country ‘ 



CHiAPTER XV 


Di^cult Days 


That winter was the coldest Rome had known in years 
Cleopatra wondered if she would ever be warm agam She 
woie thick woollen cloaks over her thin Egyptian dresses, and, 
Caesar sent her blankets of fur Small braziers of burning coals 
were pHred all ovci the house in an eflFort to produce some 
heat 

Then illness followed Fust it was young King Ptolemy who 
awakened one morning with a chill His bones trembled with 
the dampness rising from the Tiber The best doctors m Rome 
were hurried to his bedside and because he was young and 
strong he soqp recovered 

During the davs when he still had to stay in bed, Cleopatra 
would read to him about Egypt They would both wonder 
ho\y things were progressing there What new buildings had 
been erected? What ships were in the haiboui They talked 
as people do who love and miss their homeland 

TTien the Queen herself fell ill She had gone to dine at the 
house of a well to do senator named Rufus, which was near 
hers There she had eaten a thickish, pastry dish which she 
enjoyed She had never had it anywhere before, and probably 
she ate too much of it Today a somewhat refined version of 
that same dish is called spaghetti 

Only little Caesanon appealed to be completely able to take 
anything that Rome had to offer in the way of food or weather 
His health was perfect Caesar was proud of his little son 
, You see, he said, lie is a true Roman He will be a good 
soldier 

“He IS your son, replied Cleopatra He will be goo(Wt 
whatever he does ! ’ 
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Dixang &ese days, Ciesarms not often seen at tbevVUla^ 
'Hie eonrasions in Rome were mountmg One the worst' 
with which he had to deal was a mutmy by some soldiers 
'of tro returned legions Thousand^ of them rioted throu^ 
the streets of Rome, bummg and even killing 
■Jhe mutmy was caused by some ^f their leaders who were 
old soldiers They felt they were n^t receiving four treatment 
at their time of discharge As ^ result, there was panic in the 
city, and it took Caesar some time to get the situation under' 
control, despite his influence with the troops 
Then, just as Caesar and Cleopatra were making plans to 
go to the south of Italy m quest of some sun and warmth, a 
rebelhon suddenly broke out in the Roman province of Spam 
At first, it seemed to be a simple uprising such as that with 
''which Rome had to deal all the time, but then, the leaders of 
the rebellion turned out to be the two sons of Pompey, 
Caesar s defeated and dead rival They were urging msurrec- 
hon against Rome, and their appeal found response all over 
Spam What had started as a small local fight for the Roman 
gamson was taking on the look of a war If the Pompeys were 
not defeated, Rome would lose the vast provino^ of Spam 
Cleopatra was not surprised when she learned that Caesar 
must leave for the front For his sake she suppressed her ^eep 
fedmg of disappointment and tried to play die role of a Roman 
wife 

^ T know that where the fighting is thickest you wiU be,” 
she said Promise me you will take care 
He promised, but it was a promise he did not keep Later, 
after his return, he was to say. Usually I fight for victory In 
Spam, I was fighting for my life 
It was a brief war, but with much bloodshed The Pompeys 
' had succeeded m gathering a large army of young men They 
were not trained, but they were brave and eager Agamst diem 
Caesar led a much smaller army, but his men were veterans 
In the end, it was the genius of die commanding general 
diat brought the victory Caesar outwitted and outplayed his- 
)^]emies Not content with that, he went mto combat with 
> sword again and again to ^encourage his exhaustecT 

:«sMdiers 
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While ^ese temble events were going on iii Spam, Cleo< 
patra filled her lonelmess by workmg for GaeSar$ cause m 
Rome She learned that Cicero had wntten a letter to Caesar 
whidi he was showmg to everyone in Rome Actually, 
soon found out that Cicero had not dared to send the letter to 
Caesar himself When she obtamed a copy of it she could 
understand w^y 

The letter started off by tellpg Caesar that, if he won the 
war in Spam, he would return to Rome as great a conqueror 
as Alexander had been, but Cicero went on to say that 
he hoped Caesar would also be like Alexander m his refusal 
ever to be crowned a king* This was Cicero s way of dealmg 
with the report that Caesar might assume the royal rank and 
title 

Copies of the letter had been made and distiibuted all over 
Rome Cicero s views had great influence with Romans of all 
classes Also, flnal word or the result of the battle m Spam 
had not yet been received People felt that overpraismg Caesar 
; might give Rome further trouble with the sons of Pompey if 
thev were not completely defeated 

Madnan brought the Queen constant information about 
groups that were meeting secretly to act against Caesar s grow- 
ing power They felt that if he returned victorious he would 
demand even more So much power could, ^^ven with so 
exceptional a man as Caesar, turn him into a tyija t 

From her friend Ammonius, she learned that iiimilar meet- 
mgs had been held at the home of Cassius Brutus had been 
there on some of those occasions This did not surprise the 
Queen 

She wrote frequentl) to Caesar but rarely heard from him 
His mihtary progress was swift and the mails between them 
difficult She gave him indications of the plottmgs m Rome, 
so that he could deal with them as he wished His few letters 
to her gave a wonderful account of what was happemng He 
' was a fee writer, especially about warfare 

Few of the reports from him were encouragmg The con- 
ditions for fighting were the worst he had ever encountered 
The weather was bitterly# cold, the mountain roads, narr<% 
and dang|rous His enemies were young ^nd very brave' 
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Between die Lnes, she knew diat he was telhng her that he 
was no longer a boy 

One thmg of whidi the Queen did not enjoy hearing, was 
tbat Caesar s adopted son, Octavius, was fighting as an officer 
by his side Caesar stated that the boy was valiant and showed 
abihty as a leader It was the first time Octaviuj had been in- 
volved in military action 

Caesir also reported that nne of the enemy leaders was 
Titus Libernius who had once been a trusted lieutenant on 
the staff of Caesar He knew many of the great general s tricks 
of strategy and was now using them against him As a result, 
Caesar had to invent completely clifferent tactics from those 
he had often relied on in the past 

Then came a day at a small town called Munda, near Seville 
Things had^one badly Caesar s men were weary Defeat was 
m the air The sun was setting The enemy s army, full of con- 
fidence, had settled down for die night 

Suddenly and unbelievably, a mass frontal attack by 
Caesars troops began in full force The Pompey elements, 
unformed and unready, were thrown off their balance Lead- 
ing his men personally into the thickest of thd* fighting was 
Caesar himself Up and down the line he called to them, 
"Gome, my men from many battles ! Are we to be defeated 
by boys who never won a war? 

The surprise of the attack, and perhaps the grim desire of 
Cjaesar s soldiers to finish the conflict, earned the battle When 
the Pompey troops started to stampede, breaking into sections, 
the skilled legionaries mowed them down, unit by unit 

When it was all over, Caesar had killed 30,000 of the enemy 
and 4ost only 1,000 himself It was one of the greatest vie 
tones of his life The Spanish rebellion was at an end Now, 
once agam, he could go back to Rome and to Cleopatra 

By me time Caesar returned, so had the spring The thrill- 
ing news of his arrival in the city was brought to Cleopatra 
by Madnan She could hardly wait to see him, nor had she" 
long to wait He came to see her even before he reported tOt 
.thecsenate 


Soine days la^r, she w^s expecting him again Sl^ 
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t^m m the garden and looked at her reflection ui a htdenuxror 
'pi p(flishe<i mets^ She wondered if he would hke the new 
way she had arranged her hair 

Hearing his voice, she put the mirror aside and ran hke a 
girl across the lawn Then she saw him She also saw that he 
was not alone 

She stopped and stood *quite still The late afternoon sim 
was shinmg in her eyes It was hard to see who was walkmg 
towards her with Caesar He was a tall man — so tall that 
Caesar appeared slight beside him He had broad shoulders, 
and was burned by the sun 

Cleopatra watched the two coming across the garden They 
walked in step and talked earnestly to each other They had 
not yet seen her She was still hidden by the trees 

Caesar c^id something to his companion that made him 
laugh He threw his head back shouting with laughter, show- 
ing his strong, white teeth 

Cleopatra knew that she had heard that laugh before Now 
they weie close enough toi her to see the man plainly She 
stepped out beyond the screen of trees 

Caesar caught sight of her She was standing half m sun- 
light, half in shadow Hei long pleated skirt moved in the soft 
breeze 

Ijiave brought an old friend to see you, Caesar said 
For a moment she had been startled but now le was com- 
posed as she stepped forwaid to greet her visitor 

The tall, bronzed man bent his dark head over her hand 
It seemed very small in his 1 iige brown hand 
“Your Majesty, he said gravely 

The Queen smiled at him It is good to see you again, Mark 
Antony 
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They sat down under the trees — Cleopatra, Caesar and 
Mark Antony — and talked of maity things The two men had 
not seen each other since the early spring Now it was nearmg 
summer 

Antony had gone to meet Caesar m Spam Caesar had been 
so grated to see his old friend that they both had quickly 
forgotten the reasons for their quarrel The relationship be- 
tween the two seemed warm and natural Antony msisted that 
he well remembered Cleopatra as the little princess m her 
father’s palace They spoke of her father, whom Antony had 
helped regam his throne from Berenice He als6 remembered 
well the ugly Berenice 

"You are rentfarkably unlike your sister. Majesty, he said 
His eyes were full of laughter 

Caesar asked for Caesarion Iras brought him from the 
house The boy had just awakened from his nap and he re^^ 
garded Antony with the bright, black eyes that were so like 
his father s Then, suddenly shy, he ran to his mother 

Mark Antony thought that he had rarely seen a loveher sight 
thanudiis slender beautiful young woman and her rosy hme 
boy He observed Caesar looking at them both with love and 
pnde 

Antony loved and admired Caesar above all men He had 
deeply regretted their quarrel and blamed himself for it He 
knew Caesar to be the most just and forgivmg of men No\^‘ 
he was happy to see that his fnend had found such happmess, 
^eQ<ihe was more pleased than ever that their friendship was 
landed 

As Cleopatra .chattered on, it was cleat that she was gild 
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Caesar had found again such a loyal and strong fnend Rome 
was full of treachery Antony would be needed by them both 
f ih the dayj that lay wead 

At last Antony rose, as if to leave 
"You must have dinner with us, said Caesar 
“I should greatly like to, leplied Antony, as he looked at 
the Queen 

Of pourse you must, she quickly responded 
When they went into the liouse, Antony praised everythmg' 
he saw Cleopatra remembered his enthusiasm from the old 
days at the palace Everything had amused and mterested 
him He had not changed It wab easy to see why he was so 
well liked He enjoyed things and people and jokes The very 
air was charged with his pleasure He had such a good timtf 
that otheis caught it from him 

They had an excellent dinnei Antony said that he would 
have loiown it was cooked bv an Egyptian cook No Roman 
had such a talent for food 

Cleopatra could see that he admired the rich comfort of 
her house He was especially mterested m the things she had 
brought with her from Egypt, such as the jewelled tnpods 
that held golden bowls of burning incense to perfume the 
rooms 

It reminds me of Alexandria he said as he sniffed the 
scented air 

Caesar began talking about the days and nights of the last 
battle at Munda 

What would )'Ou hive done if you had lost that battle? 
asked Antony 

Qaesar did not hesitate I would have killed myself, he 
replied I would never have let them take me prisoner 
Cleopatra shivered at the thought What a prize of war 
you would have been 1 she said 

Caesar smiled I cannot quite see myself being led as a 
trophy through the streets of Rome 

Mark Antony became a regular visitor to the villa He was 
the handsomest man in Rome, and he had charm and vitahty 
«s well Before many weeks had passed, Caesar appointed him^ 
as Second Consul of Rome, a high and powerful office ' To 



A CROWN FOR CAESAR 


81 


everyone s surpnse, Antony proved to be bard-workmg and 
serious minded His days of notous livmg appeared to be b(^ 
hind him 

Caesar was pleased with Antony s progress He had always 
admired him as a soldier Now he lealized how valuable his 
friend could be in the political Me of the state In the 
meantime, Antony was finding ever)^ opportunity to impress 
the people of Rome Caesar s right to be their crowned 

One day in February Caesar was seated on a chair of state 
overlooking the great market place Races and games were 
taking place in celebration of an important holiday The place 
was filled with a huge throng, and Caesar was in the centre of 
It where he could be seen by all He was dressed in his 
triumph ^1 A<>bcs 

Suddenly Mark Antony advanced towards Caesai m sight of 
everybody He offered to him a handsome crown of gold, 
woven with bay leaves 

You are our king ' said Antony The time has come for 
you to accept a crown from your people 

There was tfemendous excitement at this many cheenng 
Antony on and others protesting C lesar rose and put up his 
arm against receiving the honour 
Twice again Antony and others about him iressed the 
crown on Caesar, who finally said in a loud voic o that all 
might hear, I am Caesar not king > 

With those words he left the market place m ikmg his way 
slowly through the screaming thousands 

Antony followed him That night at Cleopatra s house 
Caesar was moody and troubled « 

You have seen today that thev want vou to be king, said 
Cleopatra 

I am not so sure of it, replied Caesar His wisdom and his 
knowledge of people caused his uncertainty 

‘But you already have everythin except the title itself 
Why not have that as well? demanded Antony 
Caesar thought for a long moment Then slowly he sa|^. 
Perhaps I have too much already The gods will provide 
answer 


upon 

Tong 
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Later that night as he was leaving, Antony had a chance to 
talk foi amoment with Cleopatra alone 
**He must be crowned king — and the time is now, he whis- 
pered to her 
‘ I agree, Mark Antony ’ 

She did agiee, but there was a shadow of anxiety over the 
brightness of her davs 



CHAPTER XVII 
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All Rome was talking about Cvesars actions Even ras 
staunchest admirers were confused He kept saying that he 
did not want to be named king Yet each dav his behaviour 
grew more regal 

W’^v.n hr statues of the gods were earned in a piocession, 
Caesar s statue was there too On Capitol Hill next to the seven 
statues of the ancient Roman kings an eighth appeared It was 
a golden statue of Julius Caesar This was done bv his order 
and everybody knew it 

In the senate hall he had made for himself a thione of gold 
m which he s5t He rem lined seated even while addressing 
the senate This created alarm and oflFence Rome buzzed with 
unrest A laige portion of Romans did not want a monarch 
They continued to put thtir trust in a repubi can form of 
government They were frightened by Cae. s conduct 
Many citizens still loyal and devoted to him were beginnmg 
to feel that he did have too much power It seemed unwise to 
them that the destiny of Rome should be m the hands of a 
single being, even if he was Julius Caesar 

Caesar paid no attention to the rumours which reached Him 
He was impatient with any obstacle that the senate raised to 
his many plans and projects He felt that he knew what was 
best for his country, and he wanted to act on his convictions at 
once, without bothering about permissions and agreements 
Various senatois were heaid to sav that he no longer took the 
trouble to be tactful to gain his ends The question most often 
asked was If an individual has absolute authoritv'^ must it 
not lead m the end to tyranify? 

Caesar continued to sav that he believed in the tradition 
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of the republic He had believed in it all his life and had fought 
for :it because he believed diat it was the best form of govern- 
ment the world had known All he wished for Rome was free- 
dom and democracy 

^The diflFerence of public opmion about him was sharply 
)baarked that winter m Rome Caesar s conquests, as well as his 
generous and merciful policies, had made hilh an idol, but 
to mai»v, the idol was being replaced by the threat of a tyrant 
Cleopatra was kept mformed about both points of view * 
Most of what she heard troubled her She became increasingly 
nervous and apprehensive, but if she was neivous, Caesar was 
not He listened calmlv to the tales of plots and conspiracies 
against him Many times Cleopatra herself gave him these 
reports He would listen attentively, then proceed exactly as 
befoie 

He was busy organizing laws and reforms that would bene 
fit Rome and the colonies To Cleopatra it seemed that he was 
continually pi esen ting new decrees to tlie senate He discussed 
almost everything with her He started work on the seapoit of 
Ostia, near Rome, to enlarge and improve it New canals were 
begun This was a direct result of the excellene canals he had 
seen in Egypt Influenced by Alexandria s appearance, he also 
imposed a system foi cleaning the streets of Rome Previously 
they had been littered with lefuse and were anythmg«*but a 
credit to such a great city Nothing about Rome.jpleopatra 
observed was too large or too small for his attention 

He had said he would draft a bill that would allow him to 
marry Cleopatra under Roman law, and therefore make 
Caesaiion his legal and political heir, but that bill was lost m 
the mass of other things Pei haps he thought it could wait 
Perhaps the time did not seem right to press it 

One of the reasons why he kept up this driving pace was 
that he had decided to leave Rome in March With his legions 
he was going to Parthia, in Asia Minor There he mtended to 
make the eastern frontiers more secure Then he would join 
Cleopatra m Egypt After that they would return to Rome 
^ togemer, travelling slowly through eastern Europe The 
Vnole trip would take about two years 

Caesar greatly looked forward to this expedition He 
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regarded himself primarily a soldier He was tired of being 
a pohtician While he was away he would contmue his wntmg 
about the campaigns he had fought and won His wish was to 
leave this personal record behind him 

The Queen was delighted with these plans For one thing, 
she would worry less about Caesar when he was away from 
Rome Now sHb sensed danger whenever she looked at an un- 
friendly face Also, she was as eager as her brother to see her 
^country again Ptolemy was not well Cleopatra knew that his 
first glimpse of Alexandria would cure him 

There would be much for her to do m Egypt She had been 
away for two years The time would pass quickly until Caesar 
jomed her 

She was glad that Caesanon, now three years old, would 
see the '^nd of his birth He had been so small when she had 
taken him away but it was the land that he would someday 
rule Ihere was no question whether Caesanon would be her 
heir, but she was still uneasy about Octavius position m 
Caesar s life 

Caesar made and announced his plans He and his armies 
would leave Rome on the nineteenth of March Cleopatra said 
that she would leave soon after A ship was alread)^ on its way 
from Alexandria She wanted to wait until Ptolemy was well 
enough to travel 

Early in March Cleopatra was examining some of the papy- 
rus rolls, or books, she had brought with her She wanted to 
decide which ones she would take back to Alexandria There 
was a knock on her door and Apollodorus entered He told the 
Queen that Ammonius wished to have a word with her 

The wealthy banker entered slowly Cleopatra noticed that 
he was growmg more feeble 

Gracious Majesty, said the old man 
Good Ammonius, be seated said the Queen 
I crave Your Majesty s pardon for intruding, he said, but 
I thought I should tell you what happened this morning, or 
have you already heard? 

Cleopatra shook her head* 

Ammoniu; then told her that while on his wav to the senate 
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Caesar had been stopped by the shnll cry of a soothsayer 
‘They often try to speak to him,” said Cleopatra I do not 
know why" He never hstens t« them, and he teases me when 
Jdo” 

*‘He heard what this one had to say, Ammonius continued 
“The soothsayer told him to beware Ae Ides of March 

“The Ides of March ! the Que'en exclaimetl That is the 
fifteenth day of March, next week 

Ammonius sighed heavily *' Do you not see what it means,* 
Highness? Everyone in Rome knows that Caesar leaves on the 
nmeteenth The plotters may be planning to work fast 

Do you know more than yourare telling mei^ Cleopatra 
demanded 

I know nothing else Be assured that I will do my best to 
find out, but you must caution Caesar doubly 

I do it eveiy day, said Cleopatra but I will try again as 
soon as you can tell me something definite Vague threats do 
not touch him 

‘These are more than vague threats, said Ammonius I 
am no soothsayei but I can see that there is trouble ahead for 
Caesar 

On the twelfth of Maich Ammonius came to see Cleopatra 
agam Bv now Jie had heard that there was indeed a serious 
conspirac). to assassinate Caesar, who had been made Dic- 
tator for life as a token of the people s esteem Because of that, 
only death could ever remove him from his presei^ power 
Ammonius was certain that Cassius was the leader of the 
group against Caesar This did not surprise Cleopatra She 
was sure that Brutus was m it, too 

On the next day which was the thirteenth of March, Caesar 
sent Madrian to Cleopatra with a note and a gift The present 
was a pair of amethyst earrings to match a ring he had already 
given her The note said that he would dine with her the 
following n^ght without fail They had been invited to a dinner 
party at the house of Marcus Lepidus 

Lepidus was a general and an old friend of Caesar s He was 
one of the few Cleopatra still liked and trusted 
^Cleopatra wrote her reply at once so that Madnan could 
cany It back to Caesar 
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Now, Madnan, she said, giving him the sealed note, I 
charge you again, do not leave him Watch everything that 
he eats and dnnks Be always w thm call 

Are you not worried b) what the soothsayer said?* asked 
Madnan 

I am worried by many things Madnan 
Do not feir. Adored ivlajesty the little man boasted 
Nothing will hurt the Master while Madnan is alive 
‘Then take care of yourself Cleopatia smiled, grateful for 
his loyalty 

On the night of Maich 14th Cleopatra went with Caesar 
to Lepidus house as they had arranged The evening was 
a pleasant one The guests were merry Caesar was 
m an excellent humour Mark Antony was there and made 
every ni r liugh with his stories at the dinner table 
For a while Cleopatra forgot her feais and enjoyed 
hersell 

However, after dinner an incident occurred which changed 
her cheerful mood One of the guests asked Lepidus what was 
the best wav to die 

Before Lepidus could answer Caesar s \ oice lang out The 
best death is always sudden 

Antony was watching the Queen as he alwavs did He saw 
a strange look come into her face She had been laughing only 
a moment befoie 

He went to her at once What is the matter?’ ue asked 
I will be glad when tomoirow has come and gone 
Tomorrow? Antony looked puzzled What is to- 
morrow? 

The Ides of March, Cleopatra answered 
And IS that an impoitant day foi voii'^ 

I hope not, said the Queen of Egypt 

She knew that Antony had not been with Caesar on the 
mommg of the soothsayers prophecy, and he, like Caesar, 
had little use for fortune tellers 

Shortly after, Caesar and Cleopatra left the gathering 
They went back to her villa and sat m the upstairs room, the 
one they both liked best Ciaesar looked about the handsofii^ie 
room with i^? soft lamps and objects of beauty 
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* Soon we ^sill be m a tent agam," he said "Will you mind?” 
"I wish we were there now, Cleopiatra said firmly 
“Are you still troubled abou| the soothsayer?” Caesar shook 
his head How can you, who are so wise, be so silly about 
that?” 

‘ My country is older than yours, said Cleopatra We know 
there are people who can see beyorfd the veil of*time 

I thought you were a Macedonian, said Caesar, teasing 
Now ) ou are talking like an Egyptian 
‘It IS a curious thing, she admitted Since I have been 
livmg m Rome I have begun to think of myself as an Egyptian 
All those years that the Ptolemies have been in Egypt I 
see them, I feel them I had to leave Egypt to become 
an Egyptian 

And when you are back there you will find yourself 
a Roman, I suppose, Caesar said, laughmg at her 

Cleopatra rose and paced the room How can I make you 
hsten to me? she asked 

‘ I will hear no more about soothsayers 
‘ There is more than that She spoke urgently I tell you 
they plan to kill you before you leave Rome • Why not stay 
here in the villa until it is time to leave for Parthia? 

‘There is too much to do, said Caesar Besides, they can 
plot all they want Romans like to plot, but they will not kill 
me They do not dare People try to warn me but I will not 
hsten I wish you would not 

‘At least do not go to the senate tomorrow, Cleopatra 
pleaded desperately Just stav away tomorrow One day does 
not matter 

Caesar could see that she was deeply upset Her face was 
pale and her eyes were filled with tears 
' ' ‘Terhaps I will not go tomorrow, he said ‘ I will decide m 
jthe morning Sleep well and don t worry I shall send Madrian 
i^th a note for you at breakfast bme 

He left the villa and drove back across the river into Rome 
deimatra stood in the doorway and listened to the horses’ 
^ hoofbeats and the sounds of the chariot wheels until she heard 
no more Then she undressed and went to bed, but she 
could not sleep Towards dawn there began a tei^ible storm 
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Thunder seemed to shake the house and hghtnmg constantly 
' ht up the sky A heavy, poundmg rain began to fall 

Cleopatra arose and werift into Caesarion’s room She 
thought that the storm might have awakened him He was m 
his bed, sound asleep, one hand holding fast to a toy 

Seeing that a lamp was lit at Ptolemy s house near by, she 
decided to go over and see if he Avas all right Yhe heavy ram 
had shopped 

She drew a cloak ovei her'hightdiess and went out into the** 
garden It was not yet light outside but she could see well 
enough m the dark She took a step and stopped Madiian s 
tiny body lay outstretched on the damp ground, a dagger 
thrust into his back As she knelt a quick glance told her the 
worst Litde Madrnn was dead 
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Cleopatra s fears were justified Julius Caesar was 
stabbed to death on the morning of March 15th 

Apollodorus was in Rome when the terrible event occurred 
The Queen had sent him to Caesai with a note reporting what 
had happened to Madrian She had also begged Caesar 
to come to ner at oncr> md not to go to tlae senate 

Caesar was never to see that last message from Cleopatra 
Bv the time Apollodorus i cached the Dictator s house, he had 
departed Cassius had sent a man whom Caesai tiusted with 
the message that it was uigeiit for him to come to the senate 
as soon as possible 

In the meantime the conspirators made suie that Mark 
Antonv would be kept away fiom (he sen ite They invented 
problems of state to occupy him neai by Cassiu<; had worked 
out the plan with care He took no chance thr something 
might go wrong There might not be anothei opp irtunity 
Apollodorus hurried along the busy streets, hoping to over- 
take Caesar Theic were crowds of people outside the senate 
They surrounded Caesar as he made his way forward People 
were pushing to get to him to see him to greet him Some 
were pushing petitions m front of him That was a Roman 
custom These were written on parchment and requested 
Caesar s help in one cause or another 

One of the sciolls placed into his hand was not a petition 
It was a warning, wiitten bv a friend named Artemidorus On 
it, were the details of the trap into which Caesar was walking, 
together with the names of the conspirators 

However, Caesar was giv^n no chance to read it CassiQi 
and Brutus had loined him and were alreadv guiding him past 
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the mass of pec{>le towards the long hall of the senate 

Just outside the senate entrance, Caesar suddenly spied the 
soothsayer 

‘Well, Soothsayer, the Ides of March are come,’ said Caesar 
, lightly 

‘ They are come, but they are not past I ’ was the reply 

Caesar laughed and went insfde He was*in good spirits 
and responded to the greetings of those who gathered about 
him 

Hewalkedto the end of the marble hall and theie he paused, 
hemmed in by a group of senators and others who had joined 
the group He had walked mto tijp trap but was not yet aware 
of it 

He stood at the base of a large statue of Pompey once his 
friend and later his deadly rival As a typical example of 
Caesar s capacity to love and to forgive, he had ordered the 
statue to be erected there in honour of that great Roman, but 
while he stood there discussing important matters with 
Brutus and Cassius, one of the men at the rear of the group 
stepped in closer and pulled down Caesar s toga to expose h^ 
neck It was the signal 

The first blow was struck by Casca, a friend and aidB 
of Cassius He attempted to plunge a dagger mto Caesars 
heck, but he was clumsy and nervous and the blow was 
not deep Caesar turned around astonished and shouted, 
‘Traitor' 

At this, the pack closed in There were many conspirators 
and every man had pledged he would deliver a blow In that 
way all would be equally guilty Even in this horrible act, 
Roman justice performed according to its code 

Caesar was, of course, unarmed, but he fought and resisted 
furiously, using the thick folds of his toga against the rapid 
dagger and sword blows that fell on him As the seconds 
passed, no help arrived Everyone watching from a distance 
was paralyzed by the sight 

Then Caesar, as he made a tortured turn, saw Brutus strik- 
mg at him with a short sword Unbelievingly he cried, 
^‘You, too, Brutus 1 and resisted no longer 

Instead, he drew himself up as well as he coul^ and covered 
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his face with his toga so that no one could see his agony and 
his mef at this betrayal Then he fell 
There, at the foot of Pomppys statue, Juhus Caesar died^ 
with the courage and dignity mat he had shown every day of 
his life 

The conspirators fled, and even those in the senate who 
had witnessed the deed but had no share in it, ran terrified 
from the building They wanted no part in this hideous event 
•For a long time Caesar s body 4ay there untouched, his face 
still covered 

The news spiead like flame on dry wood People were 
stunned and horrified ApoUodorus heard amazed shouts and 
screams Great Caesar is dead 1 

The confusion and turmoil was still great when Mark; 
Antonv ’ iving heard the news, arrived at the scene People 
fell silent at the sight of Caesar s gieatest friend 

Cassius had wanted to do away with Antony together with 
Caesar Knowing that Antony would never turn agamst 
Caesar, Cassius felt that he was a dangerous threat to the 
assassination plot 

Brutus strangely enough had insisted that Antony s life be 
spared He had argued that Antonv was not a tyrant but a 
loyal Roman, a good consul and a superb soldier, well liked 
by the people It would be possible to explain *^0 the masses 
that Caesar s death was desirable for the good of 'ome, but it 
would not be possible to justify Antonv s 

Now, even in his grief and shock Mark Antony took charge 
He ordered a litter to be mide and he summoned three slaves 
to carry it Slowly and tenderly they raised Caesar s body from 
the stone floor and placed it on the litter The slaves earned 
the body to Caesars house through the hushed streets 
Stunned, weeping people watched from their houses In that 
manner, Caesar left Ae senate, where he had served the 
people of Rome so well He was fifty six years old, the greatest 
man on earth, and he was dead 
The Queen of Egypt heard the shockmg news even before 
ApoUodorus managed to get back It had spread swiftly up 
and down each bank of the Tiber 

Mark Antony was unable to come to Cleopatra until late 
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in the evening He had so much to do Hehadmvestigatedall 
the'detaiTs of the murder He had made arrangements for a 
state funeral He had looked t|irough Caesar s private papers 
and read his will When all was done he came to tell Cleopatra 
what had been accomplished 

M The Queens house was dim and silent a few lamps 
were lit The au was hushed andf sad The Queen held out 
her hcind to Mark Antony It was a small hand and it was very 
cold He clasped it within his 6wn 

She was as pa^e as ivory Her eyes were so sad and empty 
that Antony could scai^ely bear looking into them, but there 
were no other signs that her world was shattered She was, as 
ever, straight and proud 

Antony told her what he had found out and what arrange- 
ments he had made He explained that the plotteis had 
arranged for him to be kept awav from the senate so that he 
was not with his commander when he died Otherwise he 
would have fought with him to the death 

Brutus has made a mistake to let me live, Antony vowed 
I promise you I shall avenge tins murder ' 

You were his good friend, Mark Antonv * 

T am also yours, he answered And I am fearful for Your 
Majesty s safety 

I am not afraid she replied In her grief, she had given no 
thought to herself 

Charmidn hurried into the room She was trembling For- 
give me Divinity but there are man)- men — soldiers — m the 
garden ! 

Antony explained quickly They are my men This house 
IS to be guarded day and night until vou leave Rome, 
Majesty 

Cleopatra looked at him surprised He was behaving like 
Caesar She was reminded of the night when Caesar had told 
her that her quarters were to be protected from harm at the 
hands of Ptolemy Now it seemed she had new enemies and a 
new protector 

‘ Believe me, it is necessary, Antony added 
tHe did not want to alarm her, but the feeling against her m 
Rome was bitter Many were saying that she wa& responsible 
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for Caesar s death because of her ambitions for him.' The con- 
spirators hated and feared her Brutus had never approved of 
her Cassius felt that she had snubbed him, and he would be 
only too pleased to see her dead There was no tellmg now 
what might happen 

*By tomorrow your ship at Ostia will be ready,’ said< 
Antony It w^uld be well for you to leave on it at once ’ r 
I will not go until my brother, the King, is able to 
> travel with me, said Cleopat»'d quietly He has not been 
well 

I beg Your Majesty to make haste 

I have no wish to linger here, I assure you, the Queen 
replied, “but I must also hnd out what arrangements Caesar 
has made for our son 

Antony s face was troubled No provision had been made 
for Caesanon Caesar had not even mentioned him m the will 
He had never been able to get around to it His lands and 
gardens he left to the Roman people to be used as public parks 
Every Roman citizen inheiited sevent\ five drachmas The 
rest of his fortune went to his family 
The worst /lews of all was that Octavius was named aS 
Caesar s only official son and heir 

Cleopatra was hurt and shocked Antony tried to comfort 
her by saying that it was not a recent will Surely if he had 
not been killed Caesar would have changed it 1 1 Caesanon s 
favour 

We shall nevei know Cleopatra said 
I know what Caesar would now have wanted me to do, 
Antony replied Caesanon is his rightful heir, but he is only 
three years old He cannot rule for several vears 
Cleopatra was silent, so he went on 

I ask you to name me his legal Roman guardian and let me 
act as regent for him until he is of age 
The Queen considered this She wanted to leave Rome 
Someone must continue to look after Caesanon s interests No 
one else would be so true a friend as Mark Antom She was 
grateful for such a suggestion in this difficult hour 

I appoint you as the Roman regent of my son, she said, 
removmg from one of her delicate fingers a ring bearing ^e 
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royal scarkb He adcepted it from her as a token of this pledge 
''First WB have a long account to settle with the assassms, 
Antony declared ‘Then Caesar s child will come mto his own ’ 
She did not speak Lookmg ^t him, she saw again the reso- 
lute rescuer of her father Now he was lookmg after her son, 
She had faith that thmgs would happen as he said 

TTiey talked then of other plans* that needed to be made 
Finally Mark Antony left The long day was done The Ides 
of March was ovei 



CHAPTER XIX 


Farewell to a Roman 


Terror and lawlessness swept the city after Caesar’s 
death No one felt safe Few people went out at night Citi- 
zens — especially those of impoitance — earned swords with 
them at all times The taverns were empty The shops were 
closed All Rome waited anxiously to see what would happen 
next 

The conspiiatois ilso remained in their houses Some had 
fled from the city Wheneyei a few of them met to make plans 
they quarielled among themselves All decisions were put off 
until after Caesai s state funeial That would be a tense day 

Cleopatra had no c illers except foi Antony and old Am- 
monius No ofte else w is brave enough to be seen entering the 
villa The Queen hei self never left it Ev en when Caesar was 
alive she had rarely gone into Rome Now there was no reason 
to go 

The night before Caesars funeral Maik An my came to 
see the Queen It was verv late He apologized foi the hour of 
his visit, but he had something impoitant to f'ell her Earlier 
m the day he had gone to \ isit Brutus Antonv had heard that 
Brutus was going to make an oi ation at the funeral He told 
Brutus that he also intended to speak To A.ntonv s surprise, 
Brutus agreed to this 

Later Antony learned from mfoimers that Cassius had pro 
tested He insisted that it was Antons s intention to avenge 
the death of Caesar Cassius wanted Brutus to keep him from 
talkmg to the people of Rome at the funeral He declared it 
could lead only to trouble for them all 

Brutus had disagreed Have no fear, he said to Cassius 
I will speak first and the^people of Rome know me as a %kan 
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of honour 1 shall let then! know our excellent reasons for 
what we did We have saved Rome frem a tyrant They will 
Understand that and be grateful 

' / Antony then told the Queen that her plan to attend the 
Idneral m the forum on the following day should be can- 
iCeJled ‘There might be disorder and trouble, which could 
endanger vou, even if you are not recognized,’ Antony 
warned And if you are seen no one can guess what the out 
come might be A mob is a wild animal 

Cleopatra thanked him for kis anxiety on her behalf 

At high noon on the following dav the foium was filled 
with thousands and thousands of people They wei e strangely 
quiet as they waited for the eeremonies to begin The day was 
clear A fresh breeze w'ls blowing The sky was the soft blue 
of early spiing 

Caesar s body was lying on a great white marble slab in the 
centre of the square It was coveied with a velvet cloth of 
royal purple, on which rested a simple wieath of bay leayes, 
the symbol of victory 

First the priests and temple officials spoke the piayeis and 
incantations that invoked the piesencc of the gofls Then sud 
denly and unexpectedly, Brutus, m a toga of mourning, 
mounted a stand iieai the bodv There was a swelling muimui 
from the massed crowd but it subsided at once as he raised 
his arms and Ins iich trained voice filled the whole area with 
his words The silence was absolute, foi Brutus was greatly 
respected The tradition of his honour and his sei vices to the 
state placed him above politics No one wanted to miss a word 
he had to say 

As he went on, the great crowd responded to him He 
seemed to be making them believe that Caesar had become 
too ambitious for the good of the Roman state It was mci edible 
that this cold, cruel man could be making the people accept 
the murder of the brilliant leader who had loved them 

When he had finished, he looked about him, confident His 
^victory with the mob ^emed complete Many even cheered 
liim as he moved awa^tjfrom the mortal remains of the man he 
ha(|«claimed to love and whom ne had killed With the 
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fickleness of all mobs, the people of Rome were'^ieaciy to turn 
their backs on the memory of a man who had done so rnncK 
for them 

Now it was Antony s turn Jo speak The mass ctf people,' 
many thousands of them, fell silent agam They filled to over-^ 
flowing the great square of the forum and the many streets 
that led off it, gs well as every root top 
Antony was not a trained orator, as Brutus was, but his 
soldiers voice was powerful, trained in the giving of com- 
*mands Before he spoke he waited respectfully as Brutus left 
the scene Then he looked long at the motionless body of the 
dead man At last he looked down upon the countless up- 
turned faces and began to alk 

Shakespeare s version of Antony s speech makes it one of the 
most remarkable evei delivered Though written for the 
theatr*^, ^ubstante of it is no doubt very much like the 
ongmal, for the great plavwiight studied the records of the 
event reported by ancient historians 

‘Fi lends Romans countiymen lend me your ears 
Antony began What he then said was very like the character 
of the man who said it — simple, forceful, direct, full of feehng 
Step by step Be led his vast audience away from thoughts of 
Caesars ambition to recollections of what Caesai had accom- 
plished 

Gradually and skilfully Antonv moved his listeners to 
tears to cheers and finally to shouts of rage at the i Hers Then, 
sensing his victory Antony made doubly sure of it He read 
to the assembled thousands the teims of Caes«rs will, which 
had been so loving md geneious to every one of them 

Upon hearing this the crowd which had been orderly until 
now became wild Caesai was no longer a tyrant who de 
served to die, he was again their hero Death to the 
assassins 1 the)- shouted They would not allow Caesar s body 
to be moved awav to the customarv burial ground outside the 
city Instead they insisted that their dead leader should be 
given a funeral pyre right in the heart of the citv he had loved 
Three of his old soldiers setifire to the purple cloth and at once 
the populace threw on tojit all their outer garments, then, 
all the wood on which they could lay hands Musicians mn 
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forward and added thejr instruments to the niountmg flames 
Even the children became so excited diat they tossed m their 
toys 

Every Roman appeared to bp seized with a desire to show 
his love and gratitude to Caesar The scene became a sea of 
howling people The flames leaped higher and higher The 
clear air was darkened with smoke The sun was hidden and 
day seemed to turn into night 

^ Tlie mob spirit now spread thiough the city Rome became 
a mass of excitement, everyone was seized with a desire for 
vengeance Brutus and Cassius were hunted but, warned m 
time, they had fled 



CHAP'iER XX 


Farewell to* Rome 


Great personal probi ems now faced Cleopatra The 
Roman government which would have to decide Caesarion s 
position was in a state of disorder and uncertainty Nothmg 
could be settled Brutus, as well as Cassius and all the known 
conspirators, stayed hidden deep in the Italian countryside 
The senate seemed powerless, tom by rival factions 

Gradually Mark Antony, with the aid of the Roman general 
Lepidus, who was also a senator came into full charge As 
Caesar s friends and men of proved ability, they were tmsted 
by the populace This support won for them the backing of 
the senate in lestormg order In fact, they quickly became the 
leaders of the Roman state 

People evervwhere began to wonder what would happen 
when Octavius leturned to Rome Antony and the Queen of 
Egypt were wondering the same thing Octavius had been on 
military duty in Greece for some time but it was known that 
he had left at once fpr Rome upon hearing of Caesar s death 
Doubtless Octavius had learned that he had been named 
sole heir in Caesar s will Just what that meant with legard 
to the inheritance of any of Caesar s titles and powers was a 
question After all Caesar had not died a king, but there was 
no doubt that Octavius would make an eflFort to claim as much 
of Caesar s power as possible Above all, it seemed certam he 
would oppose Antony s reporting to the senate that Caesar 
had acknowledged Caesarion as ms child With that m mmd, 
it was necessary to act without further delay 

On the morning of March 25th, tin days after Caesai s death, 
M^k Antony went to the senate elulv He had decided to tell 
that day about Caesanon He knew it woulc^be difficult 
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They had read Caesar s will, they all knew Octav}as,and under 
Roman law it would be impossible to recognize Caesar’s 
Egyptian marriage In fact, many doubted that one had ever 
taken place 

However, Antony had no chance to carry out his plan, for 
when he entered his private chamber to prepare himself for 
addressmg the senate, there stood Octavius, waiting for him 
Antony would rather have seen anyone else in the world 
•at that moment However, he greeted Octavius pleasantly, 
and Caesar s heir, pleased by this reception, responded in the 
same manner Antony was a nan of great influence, and his 
friendship was important at this critical time 

Octavius was full of confidence As Caesars only ofiBcial 
heir, the senate was bound to support him in his claim for in 
creased ^ tion and authority He was only nineteen years 
old but he was ambitious It was clear to Antony that Octavius 
had big plans for the future, and that he would let nothing 
stand in their way 

The young man declared that he at once intended to make 
known to the senate his arrival in Home With this Antony 
could only comply Octavius enmitv was something to avoid 
Nothing could be gained by raising the question of Caesanon 
at such a moment as this The presence in the senate of Caesar s 
legal heir would only complicate things 

After he had been in Rome a week Octaviu rode out to 
visit the Queen of Egypt He had been surprised lO leam that 
she was still in Rome He knew that her gardens had been left 
to the people along with C lesai s other lands He had heard 
too that many citizens were resentful that Cleopatra had not 
yet left the city, but the Queen had been unable to go home 
Her brother Ptolemv had been growing steadilv worse Noth- 
ing that the doctors did seemed to help or reduce his fever 
On the afternon that Octavius came to see her Cleopatra 
had arranged that Ptolemy should be moved to her house so 
that she could be nearer to him Octavius found her greatly 
upset about her brothers condition She seemed to have 
changed He thought that] she looked tired and worried She 
was dressed more simply Her manner was quiet Her beauti- 
ful voice was so low that he could barely hear her She w^ a 
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txAfflc figure in the half-emp^ house, but Octavius felt no pity 
forner 

Cleopatra also detected a change m Octavius She scarcely 
[recognized him The thin, pallid boy had vanished There was 
now authority and confidence in the young man who sat talk- 
mg to her His eyes were colder and unfnendher than ever 
He asked to see Caesarion Iras brought the Boy in Apollo- 
dorus was in the background m case he might be needed 
None c f them trusted Octaviu^s < 

Cleopatra watched Octavius studymg Caesars real son 
What were his thoughts? She could not tell His face was a 
closed secret 

I regret that Your Majesty s brother is ill, Octavius said 
politely I hope that he will soon recover 

‘Thank you We are all most eager to return home 
You are wise, said Octavius Rome is not a safe place 
these days 

Cleopatra sensed a threat behind the words 
Without your uncle, she replied, the whole world is not 
a safe place 

I will come to see you before you leave, Ootavius said 
Tou must not trouble, said the Queen It is a long drive 
and this is a quiet house now 

As Your Majesty pleases Octavius bowed and left Clro*^ 
patra's house 

Cleopatra called for Apollodorus 

Do not leave Caesarion for a second, she said to him ‘He 
IS m danger now that Octavius has returned great danger 
I will not let him out of my sight, Divinity, promised 
Apollodorus No harm will come to him 
Thdn Cleopatra went to her brothers room Ptolemy was 
makmg an effort to sit up, but when he saw his sister he fell 
back on his pillow with a little smile He was terribly pale 
Sister, Ptolemy said, do you know what I want so much 
to see? ’ 

Cleopatra shook her head She tqok his hand and sat beside 
him 

‘The glass makers who have their shops on the street be- 
btifd our palace ’ 



FAREWELL TO ROME 


105 


It Will be good to see them agam,’ she agreed 
Oh, Sister, will they still be there? ’ 

Of course they wdl Everything will be the sRme Everyi 
one willbewaitmgtoseeyou ^ 

Then I will go to sleep now, Ptolemv said 1 am so tired 
Sleep, httle brother, said the Queen softly 
Tears camfi to her eyes She saw the doctors commg mto 
the room, but she did not need them to tell her what she 
* already knew Poor httle Ptolemy would nevei see his beloved 
Alexandria agam He was dying 
Two weeks later Ptolemy was dead The Queen of Egypt 
was no longer bound m any way to Italy In the early morn- 
ing of April 15th, a month if ter Caesar s death she went to 
the seaport of Ostia and boaided the Egyptian vessel that 
would her home 

Mark Antony went to the ship with hci He wanted to be 
sure that she and Caesarion left safely He promised the Queen 
that he would keep her informed of all llie happenings m 
Rome lie would not foiget, he said that he was Caesanon’s 
regent 

We trust )*ou Mark Antony said Cleopatra 
He bowed over her hand On hei fingei she had the huge 
amethyst that Caesar had given her In her ears were the 
amethyst ear rings that had been his last piesent, and on her 
head was the httle coronet that she had worn for he triumphs 
It was the only crown Caesar ever gave her, afte all 
The morning w is grev and chill There was a fine mist m 
the air The Queen drew her cloak closer to her Then she 
turned to say good bye 

Farewell Mark Anton)-, she said 

He raised his arm m the Roman salute Farewell, Great 
Queen 

Then the ship cast ofi^ but Cleopatias feelings were far 
different from what they had been on her departure from 
Alexandna two years before, no evcitmg cries, no thrill Even 
the day was gloomy 

Cleopatra told Iras to jput Caesarion to bed m his cabm < 
She stayed on deck alone and watched the Italian shore jmtil 
it disappoared How happily she had arrived there 1 Ifow 
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eager to see Caesar I Now she was leaving, and, she would 
never see Caesar again 

‘Good-bye, Caesar $ land,’ she whispered into the wind 
“Ycm never will be my land, but you wiU be my son s He will 
return in triumph to claim the throne that will be his ’ 

Back on the shore Mark Antony looked out for a long time 
at the great ship growing smaller as it headed for Alexandria 
At last he turned to go He could no longer see the bit of bright 
•purple that was her cloak, but h^ could still imagme the sound 
of that soft, sweet voice Farewell Mark Antony 

He looked back once more We will meet again, Egypt, 
the tall bronzed man cilled across the sea that was dividing 
them 



CHAPT*ER XXI 


The Golden Galley 


Two LONG AND BUSY YEARS PASSED BEFORE ClEOPATRA SAW 

Mark Antony again During that tune she was occupied with 
ruling her country This she did well Trade flourished 
Egyptian goods were in demand Her beloved Nile flowed 
green and majestic through a prosperous and peaceful land 
The Queen and her little son were now the only remammg 
members of the Ptolemv line She decided to make Caesarion 
a king, so that they might rule jointly This would remind the 
world of his roval position Also, it could protect them both 
against possible political enemies at home or abioad 

The boy was very like his father He was quick and bri^lfel 
No one saw him witliout being charmed by him Sometime^ 
as Cleopatia showed him the beauties of Alexandria and heard 
the people cheeiing him, she thought of Octavius Her smile 
would vanish She was well aware that the existence of 
Caesar s actual son must be hateful to the adopted one 

Would the hatred and jealousy of Octavius stretch across 
the sea? Would he make an effoittohave Caesarion murdered? 
Cleopatra found comfort m the fact that the now powerful 
Mark Antony was pledged to protect him 

The handsome Roman wrote to her occasionally They were 
not the brilliant letters that Caesar had written Nor did the 
Queen treasure them as she did Caesar’s, but she was pleased 
to hear from Antony and always replied He was her fnend 
in Rome and, if she handled things well, Egvpt would have no 
trouble from that direction 

However, it was Julius Caesar who was still constantly m 
thoughts There was so much m the palace that reminded 
her of hun Because of him, she still had her threne Because 
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of him, her country was the only one m this part of the 
free from Roman dommation and taxation 
All the gifts he had given her were kept m special locked 
cases She would often open the^e and look at the lovely thmgs 
and remembered the occasions they marked, but smce her 
return to her own land, she wore only the elaborate, heavy 
)^wels that ha^ belonged to the Ptolemaic queens for genera 
tions past 

• When she thought of Rome she shivered She would miss 
Julius Caesar for the rest of her life, but she would never miss 
Rome For her it had been a city of tragedy 

Meanwhile, the two years were full ones for Mark Antony 
True to his vO^, he had set about avenging Caesar s murder 
Brutus and Cassius had fled from Rome and were busy getting 
alhes and support for themselves m far off lands where dis- 
content against Rome made it possible Antony was organiz- 
ing the legions to pursue and defeat them wherever they were 
found 

In the meantime tlie government of Rome had been re 
organized and made more firm Antony joined with young 
Octavius and General Lepidus m what was called the Trium- 
virate The three of them now ruled the republic It was not 
a situation much to the liking of either Antony or Octavius, 
who would have preferred to do it alone but being a triumvir 
was a step towards total control, so each accepts 1 his new 
position and waited 

When Antony had formed and equipped eight legions he 
was ready to move, m company with Octavius, m pursuit of 
Brutus and Cassius By now these two, along with others who 
had been connected with the conspiracy against Caesar, had 
gathered a considerable army m Greece It was made ilp of 
nations and groups throughout the Mediterranean who were 
eager to escape from Roman bondage 

Cleopatra watched these events with growing anxiety Vic- 
tory by her enemies m the coming conflict could seiiously 
affect Egypt Her problem was increased when Cassius sent 
word demandii^ her support She paid no attention to this 
However, the officer m command of her fleet was so impressed 
by the rise qf Cassius power that he ordered the Egypbah 
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fle^ to sail to his aid Anxious to be on the winning side, he 
dxd^s without even consulting the Queen 
ApoUodorus awakened Cleopatra m the middle of the night 
to bnng her this news She wjis able to recall the fleet ^uid she 
promptly imprisoned the offending admual, but anxious 
weeks followed as the whole Mediterranean world watched 
and waited for the outcome of thcf contest that*lay ahead 
The decisive battle came in Greece on its eastern shores, at 
a town named Philippi There, the army of Antony and Octsjfr 
vius met the foices of Brutus and Cassius and inflicted upon 
them, by land and by sea, a terrible and famous defeat 
Brutus, unable to bear the humiliation, killed himself The 
day after, Cassius ordered one of his officers to run a sword 
through him Thus was Caesar avenged 
The suivivois of tlie beaten side were glad to be allowed 
to drag themselves home to the many places from which 
they had come The rebellion against Rome was over 
Octavius had not especially disbnguished himself during the 
event, but Mark Antony now found himself the hero of the 
world 

He decided to go to Athens to bask in thft rewards Qf^|^ 
victory Lepidus was in Spain, so it was agreed that Octa\aus 
would letum to Rome while Antony would move on into Asia 
Minor and Asia to repress any further symptoms of reyolt 
Thus did the Triumvurate divide the world among themselves 
‘This well satisfied Antony, who was sure that the political com- 
plications at home would prove too much for Octavius He was 
confident his rival would destroy himself by an mcreasmg un- 
popularity with the senate and the people 

Also Antony was delighted at the prospect of military 
triumphs and rich livmg in the beautiful countries that lay 
all around him After all, he was a soldier Life in Rome and 
the solving of pioblems in the senate, were dull routine to 
him He lacked Caesar s ambition to make the world a better 
place He could not be bothered about reforms To take part 
m battle, to travel and see new lands were the thmgs he liked 
best ® 

Jle began to enjoy himself greatly in Athens He had shown 
Wmself as a conqueier without Caesar s help Cae^r was dead. 
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and the world now looked to him, Mark Antony In Adiens he 
was acclaimed as a descendant of the god Hercules He Was 
ready to believe it 

In this mood he wiote to Cleopatra from Athens Would she 
meet him, he requested before he moved eastward into Syna 
to quell a revolt there'* First he would cross the Aegean Sea 
to Ephesus on the run of Asik Minor, where he would orgamze 
his campaign, but before joining battle with the Synans, he 
would meet the Queen at Tarsus not a great distance by sea 
from Alexandria 

This plan would allow Cleopatr'i time to make the neces- 
sary preparations for the journey, and it would give Mark 
Antony a perfect opportunity to see her again This was desu- 
able for a number of reasons Egypt had a small but well- 
equipped a’^mv and navy For political and military purposes, 
he wished to make suic of their support The personal reasons 
were even more pressing Antony wanted to see for himself 
whether the Queen of the Nile was still as beautiful and fas 
cmating as he remembered hei 

Cleopatra leceived Antony s mvitaaon with satisfaction 
Her constant concern for the welfare of her son and her coun- 
tiy was at the he irt of this Also, Antony had always been a 
romantic image in hei life Now, with the ciown of victory 
on him, he seemed more romantic than ever 

While Antony busied himself with pieparation* or a diffi- 
cult campaign, Cleopatra made ready for the voyage to Tar- 
sus She knew that Antony would be impressed by Egyptian 
splendour It was her intention to ariive for the meeting with 
him in the most elegant manner 

One of her state galleys was newly and richly decorated 
Its stern was gilded its oars were silvered and new sads of 
royal purple were mounted When it was time to set forth for 
Tarsus, thirty ships of her fleet formed the company A large 
retinue accompanied her, including musicians, entertainers 
and her best cooks She did not forget Antony s liking for 
Egyptian food 

Cleopatra wondered what to expect Antony s letter request- 
ing her presence had been a formal one There had been jio 
recent indicgtion from him that he remembered, his warift 
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dedarahons of fnendship It was essential now for her to 
make a memorable impression on him 

When she had first met Caesar she had been unadorned and 
simply dressed, but she wou|d now appear before Antony in 
the role of a dazzlmg oriental monarch Her costumes, her 
jewels, the people of her court would present a spectacle such 
as Mark Antony had never seen 

As 'he Roman came aboard her galley, the air was per 
fumed The entne fleet glittered with the fabulous effect of 
thousands of coloured ligAts The Queen was attired in 
draperies of blue silk at her throat and wrists and ears glis 
tened priceless ornaments 

All of this merely served to emphasize Cleopatra s beauty 
and allure Mark Antony was enthralled by her again, just as 
he had been in Rome and now there would be no Caesar to 
stand between them 

They dined at a feast that the historians of the time have 
well recorded It is said too, that Mark Antony did not con 
ceal his immediate infatuation If Cleopatra had set a trap she 
had set it well, or perhaps it was Antony who was all too ready 
to walk into it 

The party lasted until dawn The Queen had provided 
entertainment for her guests which proved to be fully as suc- 
cessful as the marvellous food Finally, the guests departed 
and, when all the others had gone Mark Antony remained 
The Roman and the Egyptian Queen stood at the prow of 
the golden gallcv The sun was rising in the morning sky A 
new day was dawning, and a new life had begun for Cleo 
patra of Egypt 



CHAPTER XXII 


The Falling Star 


The romantic meeting between Antony and Cleopatra had 
an immediate effect on his military plans To the shocked sur- 
prise of eveiybody, the Roman did not return to his prepara- 
tions for wai against the rebellion m S)-ria Instead, he re- 
turned to V nndria with the Queen and settled down there 
for many months of gay and luxurious living 

Rome sent ambassadors to urge hxS early return He was 
needed theie Octavius was quarrelling with many prominent 
Romans, including his own brother This was the situation for 
which Antony had hoped If he had gone home then he would 
have been givfen a triumph, and his successful return 
might well have meant the end of Octavius, but he did not 
return 

Instead the unbassadors brought back tales of an Antony 
who had taken to wearing Grecian costumes in p iblic This 
was an untliinkable thing for a great Roman general to do 
The same ambassadors also carried with them lumours that 
Antony had manied Cleopatii They reported that he was 
presenting the Queen with gifts of lands and teriitories that 
were the piopeity of Rome 

There was no doubt in the mind of anyone that these two 
were in love Antony was in a state of enchantment by this 
woman of infinite variety, as Shakespeare has described her 
Cleopatra was stirred by his strength and vitality She found 
comfort m having again a powerful ally who meant such com- 
plete protection 

The diflFerence between Caesar and Antony was a marked 
one Caesar had wisdom Antony had force Caesar had 
Mark Antony had humour Caesar had mtellectuaS curiosity, 
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Antony wanted merely to be amused and entertained, but 
botb were brave and courageous 

By turning his back on the Syrian uprismg, Antony had 
made a serious mistake Thjs was the moment m his career, 
after the brilliant victory at Phihppi, when he should have 
swept on to new heights of conquest, but he let the moment 
go 

Not 'nly did he continue to ignore tlie rebellion in Syria, he 
also left other matters throughout Asia in mounting confusioti 
It became a critical situation for the empire He paid no atten 
tion to the urgent appeals he was receiving from Rome He 
dehghted in the ravishing Cleqpatra and the charms and 
luxury of Alexandria 

Years before, Caesar had found fault with Anton) s iries- 
ponsible behaviour his debts and his drinking For a while 
Antony had changed He was capable of hard work and was 
a splendid officer but in the silkened, perfumed atmosphere of 
the Egyptian p ilace the man of battle whom Caesar had ad 
mired turned again into the pleasure lovei whom Caesar had 
despised 

Cleopatra, clever as she was seemed not tft foresee the dis 
aster that lay ahead Apparently she did not want Antony to 
leave her for an instant If they had parted at Tarsus, she 
would have live d a life of peace and dignity , and he might 
have gone on to a glorv that matched Caesar s 

She loved Antony, and no doubt she felt that his nearness 
protected her and hei son However, the very opposite was 
true Cleopatra, who had never been liked m Rome because 
of her hold on Caesar, was now bitterlv blamed for the con- 
duct of Mark Antony 

Fy spring, the situation in Rome had reached a point when 
he could no longer delay his leturn home He heard that Octa 
vius had nd himself of Lepidus and stood almost alone in his 
authoiity It was a threat Antony could not fail to recognize 
Even m his infatuated state he realized that if he did not go 
back and re establish himself, he might lose all 

Faced with realitv, Antony decided he wanted power even 
more than he wanted Cleopatra So, at last, he arrived back m 
l^pme He? found that it was none too soon Octavius oower 
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and popularity were increasing He had lost his e4rly shyness 
He showed new qualities of strength and character More dan- 
gerous to Antony, he had become an expert politician 
Caesar s adopted son did not hesitate to show his hostility 
to the returned Antony He was well aware that Antony 
might some day support Caesarion against him Octavius 
had succeeded, m deposing Lepidus as an eflfective 
member of the Triumvirate Perhaps he could do the same 
1$) Antony 

Despite Antony s behaviour, ftome was glad of his return 
and quickly forgave him For a time aftei his arrival, it looked 
as if the government might split into two rival camps but 
gradually peaceful rel itions were restored between Octavius 
and Antenv Octavius had a sister, a gentle and beautiful girl 
named O^tivia of whom he w as very fond Octavia, in turn, 
greatly admired Mark Antony When a marriage between 
Qiem was suggested it seemed the perfect solution to a diffi- 
cult situation All Rome was delighted when the marriage 
finally took place 

The news of this marriage came as a blow to Cleopatra 
First she was furious then despairing, but gradually her 
Ptolemv tiainmg and breeding gave her comfort She realized 
that one had to do tilings foi reasons of state that had noth 
mg to do with the heart She w ould bide her time She would 
have faith in the love of Antonv 

It was to be a long wait that Cleopatia endured For more 
than thiee years Antonv and Octavius lived and worked to 
gether in harmony The influence of the lovelv Octavia had 
much to do with this She loved her husband and she loved 
her brothel It was a strong tie between tliese two natural 
enemies 

From her old friend Ammonius, Cleopatia received reports 
throughout this time Octavius was becoming increasingly 
popular with the people He went on many short campaigns 
that ensured the security of Rome Meanwhile Antony was 
neglecting his duties and drinking loo much in the public 
taverns, but then he redeemed himself agam by a short war 
in Syria from which he came back to a triumph ^ 

Now the ^ht for supremacy became a tug of war betweeh 
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the two powerful leaders Not even Octavia could bring peace 
into dm quarrelsome situation 

Finally, early in the winter of 37 b c , Antony left Rome 
He went to Antioch on the Mediterranean coast of Syria It 
was south of Tarsus, the scene of his memorable meeting with 
Cleopatra His announced purpose m going there was to lead 
an army into Parthia deep in Asia Minor ThSs was the home 
of the many tribes, largely known as Persians, who were re 
sistmg Roman domination They had even been sweeping into 
the coastal provinces of Asia Minoi and threatening Roman 
forces there 

This was an important mission At least it would have been 
if Antony had carried it througlT, but the spell of Cleopatra 
was upon him Once again he sent a message asking hei to 
join him in Antioch 

To Cleopatra this seemed the most tiiumphant moment of 
her life She loi gave him for the long ye irs she had been forced 
to endure without him In Antioch they resumed together the 
lomantic and exotic lifetheyhad shared in Alexandria Despite 
the existence of Octavia and the Roman laws against having 
more than one wife Anton\ married Cleopatra m a public 
ceremonv followed by a great celebration She was dressed as 
the goddess Venus, and he was attired as Dionysus (^reek god 
ol wine and fertility 

In the days that followed, he presented her with the Island 
of Crete and other eastern provinces belonging to Rome She 
became, m this w ly, the ruler with her son of more terntoiv 
than she could have won m a successful war The effect of all 
this on Rome was one of outrage 

At last, after many delays, Antony declared himself ready 
to carry war into Parthia for the suppression of an uprising m 
that remote land In this belief he was mistaken His venture 
was badly organized owing to his neglect of it, but he desired 
to demonstrate to Cleopatra and the world that he was the 
equal of Caesar 

He proceeded on the long march thiough Armenia into the 
desert regions of Asia Minor His troops were poorly equipped 
apd lU-trained for the country they had to cross They earned 
heavy engines of war, such as battering rams These impeded 
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progress and were worthless against the swift Parthian cavalry 
that attacked Antony s infantry with arrows day after day 
Thousands of his men were killed or left wounded by the 
road Many men deserted Antony s promised allies dropped 
away from him, not wishing to be involved in a losing fight 
Among these Y^^as the King of Armenia, who had promised 
strong support 

Without e\en reaching his final objective, Antony had to 
ftim back He had been terribly beaten and his army almost 
ceased to exist 

Cleopatra, who had gone home to t^gypt returned to 
Antioch to offer Antony comfort and help when he arrived 
there lie had now totally lost the favoui of the people of 
Rome Ihev liked winners Antony s fearful defeat m Parthia 
was a bl 0 c Roma’ piide His association with the Egyptian 
queen was doubly held against him 

Octavia m spite of having been so humiliated by Antony, 
was still m love with him She now made a final effort to save 
him She sailed fiom Rome to Athens bringing with her 
money, aims and soldiers She wrote to him that she was com 
mg She begged him to return to her so that she eould settle 
matteis between him and Octavius before it was too late 
Antony was with Cleopatra when the letter eame He read 
it and was touched by Octavia s goodness Clco’' atra herself 
was moved by the nobility of Octavia s action L t she made 
it clear to Antony that he must choose between then He 
wrote to Octavia ind told hci he could not corie to Athens at 
that time Moreover, he said that it would be unwise for her 
to come to him at Antioch 

The meaning of his words was clear Octavia was broken- 
hearted when she icad them Even so, she sent on to him the 
money, men and weapons she had brought Then she went 
back to Rome, where she did her best to protect Antony from 
the rising hatred of her brother Octavius, but that would have 
been difficult — even for Octavia Caesars adopted son had 
come to a pinnacle of power in Rome The Tnumvuate was 
not renewed Lepidus was somewhere in Africa, where he 
would remain and Octavius would now dispose of Antonj^ 
when the opportunity presented itself 
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With the men and means provided by Octavia, Antony 
waged a quick war with the Kmg of Armenia This was to 
punish him for his treachery during the Parthian campaign It 
was highly successful, and the Armenian monarch was brought 
back in chains to be shown as a triumph for Antony m Alex- 
andria It was the first Roman triqmph ever tq be held away 
from Rome 

Cleof itia herself, on this occasion, was given by Antony 
the title of Queen of Kings ^|: was made known that she had* 
borne twins to Antony, a bov and a girl named Cleopatra and 
Alexander They were given royal titles and made monarchs 
of new territories which Antony Ijad acquired by his recent 
victory Caesarion s rule was also extended by Antony beyond 
Egypt to include huge areas that Rome regarded as her natural 
nght 

The issue with Octavius was now fully m the open In 
33 B c Antony, overconfident as always, decided to have an 
outright war with his rival He and Cleopatra would bring the 
entire East against Octavius If victorious, they could then 
form a mighty alliance with themselves at the head 

In Rome itself, sides weie taken m the sendte Antony still 
had many friends there — or perhaps it was Octavius who had 
many enemies Whichevei it was, several senators came to see 
Antony at Ephesus, where he was now forming his army They 
wanted to advise him and to help him 

When they ariived, they were amazed to find that Cleo- 
patra was also in Ephesus with Antony They were more dis- 
tressed to find out that no decisions were beipg made without 
her knowledge and her consent Antony s friends beseeched 
him to make the Queen go back to Egypt If a report reached 
Romh that Antony was now ruled by the woman who had 
become a symbol of evil to all Romans, he might never be 
able to return there 

Antony laughed at this He did not wish to live without 
Cleopatra He would not send her away As for Rome, he was 
in no hurry to see it When he decided to go back, he would 
know how to deal with the fickle heart of Rome 

^Dunng this time Octavius was preparmg himself and his 
armies for actiqn He told the senate that a critical contest lay 



THE FALLING STAR 


119 


ahead News of much support for Antony among the usual 
rebels against Rome had reached him But our war,’' declared 
Octavius, must be against Cleopatra Antony is not worthy 
of bem^ named as an opponqpt Then he added with con- 
tempt, He IS no more tnan a slave, the Queen of Egypt s 
slave 

Antony and Cleopatra now moved with their assembled 
legions to Actium where their joint fleets were based This 
•was a port in Greece which looked across the Ionian Sea to- 
ward Italy 

The two gieat armies weie gathcied, one from the East and 
one from the West, on opposite shores Octavius had 100,000 
men, and Antony and Cleopatra about the same Each had a 
fleet of over 400 ships In numbers they appeared evenly 
matcbe 1 0''tavius legions were well prepared His officers 
and men reflected discipline and training The same could not 
be said of Antony s troops Their commander had been too 
much occupied with Cleopatra but his spirits were high and 
he was sure of victory The whole world now waited for the 
outcome of what lay ahead He would not disappoint them 
His faith in his'capacity as a commander was absolute 

The night before the first battle Cleopatia stood in the door 
way of Antony s tent She had consulted her Egvp<-ian fortune- 
tellers They assured her that all the omens wer favourable 

Yet, as she looked up at the clear night sky, she suddenly 
saw a sight that seemed to turn her heart to stone A single 
bright star streaked through the sky Down, down it plimged 
— a dancing whirling flame that crashed into the horizon and 
disappe ired 



CHAPl ER XXIII 

The Battle at Sea 


Octavius had begun to move his troops across the sea 
to tlie Grecian coast north of Antioch There, in a mighty land 
battle, the issue between the two rivals could be decided, but 
when Antonv and his generals prepared to get ready for this 
Cleopatra raised strong objections She would not, she said, 
let her troops or hei ships move farther north Defeat for their 
side would isolate her dangerously She was already very far 
from Egypt As an ally who was contributing sixty ships and 
many men to the venture she was entitled to a voice in the 
decision 

What perhaps she did not express but musi have felt was 
her anxiety about what lay ahead Antony s army Was large 
but not well organized Food supplies were low The leaders 
and commanders under Antony belonged to a dozen races and 
nations Quarrels between them were frequent Antony s grip 
on the situation had not reflected the strength he once had 
To the dismay of his generals, who were men accustomed 
to fighting on land Antonv agreed with Cleopatra He de 
cided to engage the enemy at sea They would attack Octa- 
vius fleet near the Grecian coastline and there destroy it 
From the standpoint of numbers, this did not seem to be 
such a bad idea Octavius had about four hundred vessels The 
combined fleet of Antony included over five hundred ships, 
some of them tremendous Unfortunately they proved to be 
clumsy and hard to manoeuvre The ships of Octavius were 
small but fast 

To make thmgs worse for Antony and Cleopatra, many of 
their crews had been depleted by illness The replacements 
were mostly soldiers and landsmen, unaccustomed to the sea 
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Men who had never before handled an oar were put to row 
in the war galleys 

In disagreement with Antony s strategy, some of his generals 
went over to the other side before the great encounter took 
place, but this did not turn Antony from his determination to 
settle the contpst at sea Hq ordered every ship to take as many 
troops as could be carried Then, when the enemy craft were 
rammed and boarded they could be all the more quicklv over 
■whelmed 

Perhaps no critical battle was ever undertaken so rashl) 
Anton), was a soldier of the land not of the sea Ten thou- 
sand infantry and twelve •'housand horsemen waited his com 
mand on shore, but they were left to wait, while he under- 
took tnis mad adventure His confidence m himself and his 
contc iipi u the st 11 young Octavius blinded him to reality 
More than anything, the word and will of the Queen of Egvpt 
governed him 

On a stormy sea and in the misty dawn of Septembei 2 
31 B c the two irmad as met near " hat is now the island of 
Corfu Octavius fast and well handled ships began to ram the 
clumsv ships ot the cntrnv almost at will Then, with flaming 
pitch they set fire to them before Octavius fighting men came 
alongside for boarding It was like a cavalry charge against 
mfantrv Nor was there anv naval genius or b* lhant leader 
aboard to save the dav 

Cleopatra, watching with tenor from hei flagship, suJdenlv 
signalled her own ships to withdraw while theie was still time 
They were in the rear of the battle and could successfuUv 
disengage In the high wind that was blowing, thev turned to 
follow her as she mstiucted hei captain to head home for 
Egvpt 

She also signalled to Antonv that she was going When he 
saw this, to the amazement of his own officers he abandoned 
his ship and followed her in a fast little sailing craft which 
quickly overtook the Queens ves“'l Once on board Cleo 
patras flagship, he made no effort to change its course In 
stead, he went forward to the prow and sat there with head 
bowed as the ship plunged through rough seas on its wa^^^o 
Alexandna behind him he left the echoes and hdirors of one 




of the worst major defeats m recorded history, still known as 
the Battle of Actium 

Cleopatra wasted no time m regret She tried to thmk of 
what was best to do now She knew that she must make the 
decisions Antony was no longer capable Shattered by his 
dreadful defeat, he stayed m the open prow of Cleopatra s 
ship day and night during the long voyage to Egypt He spoke 
to no one, not even the Queen 

It was three weeks before they reached port Since news 
travelled slowlv m those days, no tidings of Actium had 
reached Alexandria Antony and Cleopatra were welcomed as 
conquerers The luxury and safety of the palace lifted their 
spirits Antony slowly revived his hopes and plans The Queen 
immediately went to work on hers She knew it was a mere 
question of time before fate caught up with them How soon 
it^t/ould come, she could not guess, but she had to prepare 
to protect her con and herself and, if possible, her country 






First, she hid seicial small ships moved bv land across the 
Isthmus of Suez to the Red Sea They were to /ait there for 
her 111 case there was need for quick escape T ^ day would 
come when Octavius would land in Egypt She must b'' read\ 
to deal with that emergenc) 

When these ships weie once anchored m the Red Sea, Caes 
anon would board one of them It was the plan that he would 
proceed at once to the Fai East, to India There he was to make 
alliances in his mother s behalf He was now sixteen yeats old 
a clever and charming young man His mothei trusted him 
completely 

Meanwhile Antony sent to Gieecc, Roman officers who 
were stationed in Egypt and loyal to him Thev were to carry 
orders to the army in Greece to cross Macedonia and jom 
Antony somewhere in Asia Mmor, but this proved to be a 
fruitless mission The great army had broken up *Its 
commande*s were disgusted by what thgy fegarded as 
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Antony s desertion on the field of battle More than that, they 
all now saw Octavius as too great a threat The news of Ac 
tium had slowly but finally reached all areas of the Mediter 
ranean In the eyes of everyone, the sun of Antony had set 
In fact it was fully expectecf that Octavius would move on 
at once, but he appeared to be in no hurry Instead, he went 
back to Home to enjoy the celebration of his victory Then he 
took st< ps to tighten Rome s contiol of Gaul and Spam This 
was always troublesome territory , 

To Antony every day biou^it news of former allies who no 
longer would piomise support There lemamed only one on 
whom he thought he could count This was Heiod, King of 
Judea, a powerful monarch who wSs hostile to Octavius but 
Herod placed m unexpected price on his aid He told Antony 
to kill Cleopatra 1 His purpose was a double one Herod and 
Cleopatra had long feuded He assured Antony that the people 
of Rome would be delighted to hear of the death of the 
woman they hated They would return to the support of the 
man who had killed bei — especially if he deliveied Egypt as 
a gift to Rome 

Herod added that he would then support Antony m all his 
dealings with Octavius To this Antony replied with the only 
answer the suggestion deserved — contempt and silence 
Antony s love for Cleopatra and his anxiety about her now 
dictated his next action He sent a message to Octavius m 
Rome In it he offered to leave the political scene entirely and 
settle down as a private citizen m Athens He would accept 
total and final defeat from his enemy but he put a price on 
this humbling of his pride and the loss of his personal rights 
and property as a Roman citizen It was that Cleopatra and 
her children should be left alone to live and rule m their land 
m peace 

To this communication Antony received no answer from 
Octavius Weeks went by The suspense began to mount m 
the royal palace m Alexandria When would the attack come 
and what would happen when it did^ 

Octavius loomed as the new master of the world His very 
silence terrified the lands which had opposed him on Antony s 
beh'alf They sent envovs and rich gifts to Romf to extend 
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friendship The entire body of Roman soldiers that had formed 
under Antony in Greece now ]omed the Octavian legions 
Only those Roman officers and men still stationed m Alex- 
andria remamed loyal to their old leader 

Never before had such personal triumph been achieved 
with so little effort Octavius position was not just the result 
of his own ability and effort it was the outcome of die folly 
and sad fate of his adversary The time had now come to deal 
^he final blow 

One year aftei Actium, Oct.A'ius at the head of eighteen 
legions, moved ag iinst Egypt 



CHAPTER XXIV 


The Final View 


The news that, at last, the forces of destruction were 
on dieir way, moved Cleopatra to action When Octavius 
arrived at the island of Rhodes, from which he would launch 
his first assault, he found a message from her awaiting him 
She''6ffered to surrender her crown if Caesarion and her other 
children were allowed to keep theirs 

Octavius replied, agreeing to this, with one added provi- 
sion He wanted her to have Antony killed and his body de- 
livered to him at once To this she gave the same answer that 
Antony had given to Herod — silence and contempt 

From Antony went another message to « Octavius He 
pointed out that the Romans still loyal to him would be fight- 
ing the Romans under Octavius To avoid this civil war, 
Antony proposed that Octavius meet him m a personal duel 
to the death The answer quickly came that Octavius had 
better plans for the death of Antony 

From the shores of the Red Sea at the Isthmus of Suez came 
more bad news The ships of Cleopatra which were waiting 
there to take her to India in case of need were burned to the 
water line by Arabs but she was reassured bv the tidmgs that 
Caesarion had safely reached Ethiopia, far from Roman m- 
fluence 

The legions of Octavius began landing at Pelusium on the 
Egyptian coast This was where Pompey had been murdered 
by Ptolemy s men years before, and there, too, had landed 
the Roman reserves that gave Caesar victory in the Alex- 
andrian war From Pelusium it was not many miles across the 
Nile delta to Alexandria Agam Roman history was to be 
wfAten on t1{is flat, sun baked land 
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Antony, stirred from despair mto activity, organized his de- 
fence Some Roman mfantty and cavalry, as well as Egyptian 
forces, still remained to him A first brush with Octavian 
cavalry gave him success and heightened morale, but the 
Roman landings at Pelusium csntmued 

Now for the first time the people of Alexandria saw that a 
curious addition was being made to the Temple of Aphrodite 
near the harbour Workmen were erecting a large domelike 
^building with no windows and no doors When it was com- 
pleted, there was an opening, on top which gave entrance 
Cleopatra was building a tomb for herself 1 Like the early 
kmgs who built pyramids m which to be buried, Cleopatra 
erected for herself this strange mausoleum, but she would not 
want to die before being buried in it She would enter it as 
soon as it was ready 

Night dud day tiie woikmen slaved to complete their task 
Meanwhile the fighting on the delta continued With far 
fewer troops, Antony was still showing his military talent 
Octavius ge leral Agrippa, who led the Roman forces, found 
more spmt ii the opposition than h ^ had expected, but every 
day brought l^im a little closei to the walls of Alexandria 
The Queen was now ready to enter her remarkable new 
home, but befoie domg so she ordered that all the royal trea- 
sure of Egypt be placed in it Priceless mounds of gold and 
precious stones, ivory and art objC^'ts were lu ered through 
the single opening in the high domed roof For iree days and 
nights, the unloading and storing of all the wealth Ox Egypt 
went on 

When tliat was completed workmen were lowered by ropes 
mto the building where they placed a mass of inflammable 
material A tinder spark could now instantly ignite a frightful 
fiire In that fire all the treasure would be totally destroyed 
When these preparations were completed, Cleopatra, 
attended by Charmian and Iras entered a special apartment 
that had been prepared for her All that she possessed m the 
world was m this tomb with her x, le knew well that Octavius 
longed to put his hands on this vast hoard She planned to 
destroy it along with herself unless she could come to terms 
with him 
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The Queen s pressing desire was to save her kingdom for 
her children and to keep herself from being sent a prisoner to 
Rome Her memory of the sight of her sister Arsmoe m chams 
and rags during Caesar s triumph was engraved on her mind 
She had no intention of being dragged after the chariot 
of Octavius m the same way She now sent a message to 
Octavius that might lead to a truce between them before all 
was los*^ 

Cleoj atlas instincts were conect In addifaon to tlie final^ 
defeat and death of Antony, Octavius wanted two things 
above all He wanted tlie living body of Cleopatra to take 
back to Rome as a piize to be torn apart by the Roman mobs 
He also wanted to get his hands on the fabulous fortune that 
Cleopatra had carried v ith her into her mausoleum 

The final fight between the forces of Antony and those of 
Octavius was scarce!) a fight Antony s Roman troops heard 
that the Egyptians had stopped fighting as soon as they learned 
of Cleopatra s retirement into her house of death Thev 
realized that further warfare would accomplish nothing In 
the open fields outside Alexandria thev went over to the othei 
side Octavius entered the city without the loss pf a man 

The rumour that the Queen was dead came to Antony as 
Roman forces were surging into the city IIis grief at this news 
overwhelmed him He begged an aide to run a sword through 
him When that wis refused, he attempted to put a swoid 
into himself His wound was mortal but for a time he con 
tmued to live 

Then a message came from Cleopatra tellmg him that she 
was still alive He begged Apollodorus to take him to her that 
he might die by her side With great difficulty this was done 
By ropes he was lowered painfully through the narrow door 
way m the dome and earned from there to the Queen s small 
apartment 

Cleopatra knelt beside him She held his hand and spoke to 
him softly Antony listened to the voice that had so bewitched 
him, beggmg him to hve tellmg him of her love He opened 
his eyes He saw her face as she bent over him She seemed 
more beautiful than he had ever seen her 

knew the end was neai He made a vast effor^ He spoke 
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softl) lo her with his last breath I am dying, Egypt, he 
said 

Cleopatra staved beside him weeping until Apollodorus 
covered Antony s body with his cloak Iras and Charmian took 
the Queen into anothci lOom • 

Octavius himself reached the Temple of Aphrodite the 
following dav He pietended that, with \ntonv dead, he 
would now negotiate with Cleopatra as she wished He 
jiledged his honoui is a Roman tli it no harm would befall her 
oi her children He said that Egj-pt would ret im its independ 
ence and that oiiK the 1 inds that Antonv had given her would 
be taken back bv Rome 

To Cleopatri the honoAi ot a Roman was a pledge she had 
to tru=t There was nothing else upon which she could lelv to 
make world safe toi C lesiiion With some reluctance she 
left hei tomb ind went back to hci quarters in the palace 
Octavius told hci she would be accorded full royal honours by 
his tioops, nid so sIk u is — e\ cn to the extent of having guards 
aioundher ipiitmtnt The guilds he said were there to pro 
tect her but almost immediatelv she knew she was a prisonei 
No one could §ntei except her serv ints and food beareis 
From hei window over the harbour she could see a fast 
sailing vessel mooi ed Thei e was gre it aetivitv aboard, and the 
Queen asked hei \ oung guard officer about it Perhaps with 
out thinking peihaps because like ;thei Roma before him 
he had fallen in love with this lovely woman, L said gently 
It IS the ship th it will eairv you back to Rome 
Now she knew the trutli She knew she haa been betrayed 
When is it due to sail ^ she asked 
Tomorrow, mv lady he answered 

The time had come to let She knew exactlv what to do She 
summoned hei Sicilian slave I should like some fresh figs, 
Apollodorus she said 

He nodded silently and went He was too sad to speak For 
several weeks at the Queen s command he had been testing a 
variety of poisons He had leami I that the bite of an asp 
caused the quickest and most painless death The order that 
Cleopatra had given him was to fetch for her, concealed from 
the guards,^tht seipenthehad been keeping for such a moinejit 
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Cleopatra went to the window and looked out for the last 
time at the harbour and the sea over which she had sailed 
She thought of herself as a child sittmg on the ledge of a palace 
window lookmg at this very scene She saw again the purple 
sails billowmg in the wind that had earned her to Caesar and 
again to Antony She saw Caesarion, a baby in her arms She 
remembered the purple tent from'which she had gone with 
ApoUodorus to find Caesai That was tlie beginning of it all 
This was the end , 

Apollodorus came back into the loom He had easily passed 
the guards bearing for tlie Queen a small basket of fresh figs 
He handed it to her Behind him stood Charmian and Iras 
She looked at the three of tliem They had shaied so much 
with her, the triumphs and defeats, the sorrow and the 
happiness 

They returned her look with sad and teirifted c>es She 
rested for a moment on a couch, then she leached for the 
basket Her evpression was soft and rel i\ed for the first time 
m many weeks 

Good-bye, dear and faithful fiiends she sud Then she 
reached under the figs as eagerly as she had orvee reached for 
the woild When she withdrew her hand there was m it a 
small and shinipg snake She held it close to her body and 
instantly the vicious creatuie bit her twice 

There was a wait, as the verv daylight seemed to Iei\ e the 
room 

I wish to be buried with Maik Antony, she said 

Then she died The day was the thirty first of August in the 
year 30 b c Cleopatra was thirty nine )'ears old Hei death 
was a double victory She would never walk m chains behind 
a Roman chariot She would never leain that Caesarion died 
strangled on orders from Octavius Theie was, he said no 
room on earth for two Caesars 

She would never know that her beloved land was made 
into a Roman province, which it lemamed for centuries She 
would nevei know that Octavius was soon to become the first 
Emperor of the Roman Empire under the name of Augustus 
Caesar 

The world has changed m the long and many years since 
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Cleopatra ruled Egypt, but the ancient land is still there In 
the desert the pyramids amaze people today as they did Caesar 
and Cleopatra There is still a city called Alexandria although 
the white marble of Cleopatra s city has long crumbled mto 
dust The Mediterranean Sea‘'is still blue, and the Nile flows 
on In the desert the sands which were battlefields are blow- 
ing in the hot, dry wind 

The secret source of the Nile was discovered at last about a 
centuiy ago No one has yet solved the riddle of the Sphinif 
Noi has there ever been aniione — in all the world — like the 
extraordinary and beautiful girl who became Cleopatra of 
Egypt 
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